AIRLINE NEWS
· AIR BALTIC - airBaltic suffers setback as court rules in favor of Finnair - The Baltic Course
A plan of Latvian national carrier airBaltic to acquire Finnish short-haul carrier Finncomm suffered a setback as the Finnish court ruled on Friday that Finnish national carrier Finnair had pre-emptive right to buy Finncomm which has already been co-owned by Finnair, LETA/BBN reports, quoting Finnish daily Helsingin Sanomat.  Finnish national daily Helsingin Sanomat quoted airBaltic executive Tero Taskila saying that it was a panic move with which Finnair is attempting to smear airBaltic. He went on to tell that Finnair was alarmed by airBaltic challenge in services between Europe and Asia, writes LETA.  Christer Haglund, a spokesman for Finnair that is also believed to be interested in buying Finncomm, dismissed Taskila's claim as unfounded.  The court ruled that Finnair, the main shareholder of Finncomm, has pre-emptive right to buy the shares of Finncomm and also established other share sale restrictions.  Juhani Pakari, CEO of Finncomm, who is interested in the offer of airBaltic, has argued that Finncomm and Finnair have made no agreement with regard to the pre-emptive right. Finncomm also reportedly hired Baltic investment bank "Gild" to carry out the sale. Headquartered in Seinäjoki, Finncomm carried about 900,000 passengers last year in cooperation with Finnair, the Finnish government-controlled flag carrier. Finncomm share of the domestic flight market is about 22%.  Controlled by the Latvian government, airBaltic has engaged in a rapid expansion program in recent years, including in Finland.  As reported, Latvia's national airline airBaltic is about to face trial on alleged debt to RIGA International Airport.  The state-owned joint-stock company RIGA International Airport will turn to the Riga Regional Court, claiming that a debt of more than LVL 2.5 million be levied from airBaltic. The airport will ask the court to arrest airBaltic payments to third parties, as well as the airline's funds in credit institutions and other financial institutions, to secure its claim.  airBaltic is discriminated against at Riga international Airport, as the carrier's President Bertolt Flick said in a statement to the press on Monday, commenting on the airport's announced intention to sue the airline.
· BA - BA ‘encouraged’ despite rejection of latest offer - E-TID
BA employs just over 13,000 cabin crew, with Unite representing around 11,000 of them. However, only 5,105 voted on the airline’s offer of a 2.9% pay rise next year with a further 3% in 2012. Previous ballots have seen more than 70% of eligible crew vote. The latest offer was rejected by 3,419 votes to 1,686, raising the prospect of further strike action. However, BA said: ‘We are encouraged by the result of this ballot which shows that 73% of our cabin crew did not reject our offer. ‘With only around a quarter of our cabin crew voting against the deal, support for Unite is ebbing away. The union has lost the moral authority to represent the views of our cabin crew.   ‘Such a low turnout raises serious questions for Unite and shows it does not have a clear mandate to reject our offer. We would urge them to come back to the table to sign the agreement and end the dispute.  ‘After the worst recession in aviation history, we must reshape ourselves to achieve the kind of sustainable profitability that will enable us to invest for the benefit of our customers.’ But Unite joint general secretary, Tony Woodley, said: ‘For the fourth time in this dispute, cabin crew have given BA management the thumbs-down in a ballot. ‘In a free vote – without any recommendation from the union – only 15% of crew accepted the deal that Willie Walsh claimed would be resoundingly accepted. ‘BA cannot build industrial peace on such a flimsy foundation. ‘This is a wakeup call to BA. If Willie Walsh wants to lift the spectre of strike action from his schedule once and for all, he must come back with an offer acceptable to more than a tiny minority of the cabin crew. ‘We are ready to talk.’ Cabin crew have taken 22 days of strike action since March, costing BA more than £150m.
· BA - Branson slams BA's 'monster monopoly' - Travel Weekly
Virgin Atlantic boss Sir Richard Branson has disputed claims of passenger benefits from the transatlantic alliance between British Airways, American Airlines and Iberia. Responding to US authorities granting anti-trust immunity to the transatlantic pact, the Virgin Atlantic president said:  “I have no doubt that BA and AA will use their exemption from competition laws and their overwhelming dominance to stifle competition, raise prices and reduce choice.” Warning that a “monster monopoly” was being created, Sir Richard said:  “It is clear that in taking this decision, the US DoT (Department of Transport) has decided to put the interests of BA and AA before those of the flying public. “As a result, millions of passengers on both sides of the Atlantic will suffer the consequences of this monster monopoly. This is a bad day for consumers.” A long-term opponent to the deal, Sir Richard added: “The lesson that big corporations wishing to create anti-competitive monopolies can draw from this debacle is to keep applying year after year until they finally find regulators and politicians willing to wave the application through - no matter what the cost is to consumers.” Branson pledged to work harder to provide an alternative to transatlantic travellers “despite often operating with one arm tied behind our back".  "We will now work even harder to provide choice to the millions of business and leisure customers that have just had their travel options radically reduced,” he said.
· EASYJET - Stelios gives Easyjet 90 day deadline - Travel Weekly
EasyJet founder Sir Stelios Haji-Ioannou has called on easyJet to improve its performance within 90 days or risk losing the use of the 'easy' brand name. Stepping up the row over how the carrier is run, Sir Stelios, who has waged a high-profile war of words against former easyJet chief executive Any Harrison, instructed lawyers to write to the airline with the warning.  The letter gives the airline 90 days to bring its on-time performance in line with the highest standards in the industry or risk losing its license to use the easy brand. Sir Stelios attacked Harrison in a statement issued on the easyGroup website. He said: “It is regrettable that the obvious mismanagement by Harrison in the last six months of his tenure as CEO has led to such deterioration to the customer service “I have been receiving many unsolicited complaints from members of the public and even easyJet pilots about the degree that the airline is short of crew to operate the flights it sold to its customers. “Unless (chairman) Mike Rake and (new chief executive) Carolyn McCall do something to improve the situation for the sake of the travelling public, I am left with no option but to terminate the brand licence." His anger has been sparked by weekend reports of poor punctuality of easyJet flights from Gatwick and its refusal to publish on-time statistics. The solicitor’s letter said the current punctuality rates are “completely unreasonable and contrary to the brand values which easyJet and easyGroup companies have built their reputation”. This was causing “serious damage” to both the easyJet and other ‘easy’ brands and the goodwill associated with them built up over many years. The letter said: “The goodwill associated with the ‘easy’ brand will be damaged in the minds of customers that experience such bad punctuality.”
· EMIRATES - Emirates opens up route network to Welsh travellers - Breaking Travel News
South Wales travellers now have the opportunity to connect with award-winning Emirates Airline from Wales’ national airport via a number of the carrier’s UK and European gateways.  Passengers flying on various scheduled airlines from Cardiff, such as Flybe and Eastern Airways*, can connect with Emirates services to Dubai via Newcastle, Glasgow, Paris and Amsterdam, and then onwards to its expanding network of over 100 worldwide destinations – checking in only once at Cardiff Airport. Cardiff is one of the few UK destinations not served directly by the airline that can be booked on the Emirates website, www.emirates.com/uk.  Besides services to Dubai, Emirates offers convenient onward connections to destinations across the Middle East, Asia, Australasia, Africa and the Indian Ocean. The connections will also potentially attract inbound tourism to Wales and put the Welsh capital on the global tourism map as the flights will be available to book in overseas destinations as far away as New Zealand and Australia. Spencer Birns, Cardiff Airport’s head of air service development, commented: “We’re glad to be able to offer our passengers the chance to experience this award-winning airline through simple connections from their local airport.  As a regional airport we’re not always going to be able to offer direct services to long haul destinations; however we stress that flying from your local airport and connecting onto flights in airports such as Paris, Dublin or Amsterdam to worldwide locations is often a much easier, more convenient, time-saving and can be a cheaper way of travelling.” Conrad Clifford, Emirates’ Vice President UK & Ireland added: “We are constantly looking at ways of expanding our services in the UK and Ireland, and are pleased that Welsh travellers can now connect with Emirates from several gateways across the UK and Europe.” 
· ETIHAD - Etihad to start Seoul service from December - Travel Trade Gazette
Etihad Airways will start a daily return service between Abu Dhabi and the South Korean capital of Seoul from December. The destination will be the 65th on Etihad’s network, and the airline decided to fly there because of the growth of business links between Korea and the United Arab Emirates. It will operate the route using an Airbus A330-200 aircraft, configured with three cabins, offering 2,800 seats each week to and from Seoul.   The service will connect with Etihad’s services to London.
· ETIHAD - New Partnership Between Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts And Etihad Airways - Breaking Travel News
From mid-July the international hotel chain Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts and the Arabian Etihad Airways are entering into an important new partnership. Members of the Etihad frequent flyer programme Etihad Guest can now collect miles worldwide whenever they stay in one of the 28 Swissôtels throughout 16 countries.  “This new partnership expresses our appreciation of our Arabian guests,” says Petra Götting, Vice President Marketing & Sales Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts. “The Middle East is an important market offering us steadily growing potential. We are also opening our first hotel in this region, the Swissôtel Makkah in Saudi Arabia, at the start of next year – another good reason to cooperate with a successful Arabian airline.”  As the national airline of the United Arab Emirates, based at Abu Dhabi International Airport (AUH), Etihad Airways now carries more than 17 million guests to over 50 destinations
· ETIHAD - Etihad sees record first-half performance - AMEinfo.com
Abu Dhabi-based Etihad Airways has said that it achieved its best first half performance in its history, with large increases in both passenger and cargo traffic. The carrier's success coincides with a big jump in aircraft movements at Abu Dhabi International Airport.  The carrier said it transported 3.3 million passengers in the six months to June, an 11% increase compared to the same period a year ago. The growth in passenger numbers was accompanied by a rise in seat factors, from 71.5% to 72.5%, it noted. There was also a 21.6% increase in cargo tonnage in the first half of this year, with revenues up by 59%. 'The figures mark Etihad's best first half performance and signal a return to strong passenger and cargo growth, following the impacts of the global economic recession,' the airline said in a statement. The airline will operate a total of 1,032 flights a week this summer, a 16% rise on the 888 weekly flights that operated during the same season in 2009. 'We are very pleased with our performance over the first half of this year,' said the carrier's CEO James Hogan. 'Despite the continuing economic challenges faced by all airlines, our investment in infrastructure and in our service offer is paying off.' UAE carrier announces new routes, aircraft - Etihad also announced it will commence operations to the South Korean capital, Seoul, on December 12. The carrier will operate a daily return service to Seoul's Incheon Airport from Abu Dhabi, operating Airbus A330-200 aircraft on the route. Seoul will become the 65th destination on Etihad's network. Earlier in the second quarter, the carrier launched non-stop flights from Abu Dhabi to Tokyo, becoming the first Middle Eastern airline to operate to the Japanese capital. The airline also launched new non-stop services to Baghdad and Erbil in Q2 of this year. Meanwhile, at a handover ceremony at Farnborough International Air Show this week, Etihad and Airbus celebrated the first A330-200 freighter aircraft to be produced. Etihad is the launch customer of the A330-200 freighter aircraft, which will enter service for Etihad's cargo business, Etihad Crystal Cargo, in September. Etihad's A330-200 freighter aircraft - which can carry up to 64 metric tonnes of cargo and can fly up to 7,400 kilometres non-stop - will allow the airline's cargo business to increase frequencies and build its presence in the high-growth European and Asian freight markets, in particular China, the carrier said. Abu Dhabi airport posts annual increase - Etihad's success coincides with a big jump in aircraft movements at Abu Dhabi International Airport. Abu Dhabi Airports Company (Adac) said the UAE capital's largest airport saw an 11.7% rise in traffic figures in the first six months of 2010, compared to the same period last year. The airport also achieved strong growth in cargo performance, with loads increasing by 20.3% hike and aircraft movements rising by 11.9% in the same period, Adac said in a statement. The top five routes from Abu Dhabi accounted for 20% of total passenger traffic, with 5,141,000 passengers passing through the airport in the first six months of the year. London was the top destination from the capital, followed by Bangkok, Doha, Manila, and Bahrain.  Meanwhile, the fastest growing markets to and from Abu Dhabi are North America and the South West Pacific region, which rose 108% and 22%, respectively. Boosted by an increase in international passenger traffic and greater frequencies and destinations rolled out by Etihad, passenger growth at the airport is rising twice as fast as the global average, according to James Bennett, CEO of Adac. "The positive performance of Abu Dhabi International Airport for the first half of the year, the continuous growth of our airlines, and the expansion of our network reflect the dynamism and potential of the Abu Dhabi market," he said.
· MALEV - Faster passenger service at Malév - Press Release
Malév has successfully launched Amadeus DCS (Departure Control System), which provides benefits for both passengers and staff since through the use of this advanced application the airport management of travellers is simplified and speeded up. Furthermore, the travelling public can now take advantage of the new online check-in  system, one of the great advantages of which, for instance, is that check-in is authorized not only for the immediate flight but onward connections too, as well as the fact that the whole check-in process is made simpler and more transparent. Malév began the switchover to the Amadeus Altéa passenger service platform last year; the first stage in this process was the renewal of the online booking engine in 2009. Malév made the full switch to the Amadeus Altéa new generation passenger service platform at its Budapest hub on 6 July. During the preparatory phase, and starting in April, several hundred members of staff dealing with passenger and flight management participated in training sessions at Malév Ground Handling (MGH). Working on the basis of the experience of the first two weeks it can be stated that - thanks largely to thorough preparation - the switchover has been smooth and trouble-free, which given that this is the peak summer period when several tens of thousands of passengers are flying on Malév services each day, is particularly important. Right from launch day, customers of Malév departing from Budapest have been able to initiate check-in transactions on the new online and kiosk check-in application. A great advantage of the new online check-in system over the former system is that check-in is authorized not only for the immediate flight but onward connections as well Check-in kiosks are also easier to use and more reliable than previous units. The whole check-in process is made simpler and more transparent. There is now an opportunity to print out the boarding card if the passenger made boarding arrangements via the Internet but was unable to print out the card because of unavailability of a printer. The Malév Amadeus project - Malév is switching over to the Amadeus Altéa passenger service platform at 25 stations by the end of 2010. In stage one the Hungarian airline renewed the online booking engine in August 2009. In November one module of the new system platform - along with associated developments and modifications - was introduced in the inventory management field.   Malév staff using the Altéa system now work off a unified platform employing rapid, innovative technology. Centralized management of the customer database means that it is far easier to transfer information right from the air ticket reservation through to check-in. The Amadeus-developed Altéa system provides solutions unique in the technology industry. The fully graphical platform will become the most widely used passenger service system among members of the oneworld alliance.
· SPANAIR - New Palma de Mallorca-Nador flights - Ansamed 
Airline Spanair will open a link between Palma de Mallorca and Nador, a city in north-eastern Morocco south of the Melilla enclave. Daily paper L'Economiste made the report citing Spanish sources. At first the airline will fly once a week on Sundays with an Airbus A-320. The flight is mainly for the large Moroccan community that lives in the Balearic islands. Spanair already offers flights between Barcelona and Nador and Madrid and Marrakesh
· TURKISH AIRLINES - Man United promotion plane loses engine - Croatian Times Online
These dramatic pictures shot by an amateur photographer show the moment that this Manchester United promoting Turkish airlines engine fell off as it came in to land at Vienna airport. The accident left debris scattered along the runway as the chunks of the turbine fell off the Turkish Airlines Boeing 737-800 as it came into land from the Ataturk International Airport in Istanbul, Turkey. Airport officials were alerted to the problem when a plane waiting to use Vienna's runway 34 reported there was chunks of debris on the runway. Vienna airport officials immediately scrambled to close the runway so that emergency crews could recover the chunks of metal. Safety inspectors then found that chunks of the right hand engine in the area of the thrust reverser had fallen off. A replacement Airbus A320-200 registration TC-JPN had to be dispatched to Vienna causing a delay of six hours for the passengers. Peter Kleemann, a spokesman for Austria's Vienna International Airport (VIA), confirmed they were investigating after the Turkish Airlines jet dropped engine parts as it touched ground on Sunday. The plane which featured an "Official Partner of Manchester United" advertisement banner is currently being examined by experts. This incident is the second time the inner airport has been in the news recently after a 20-year-old Romanian survived a flight from Vienna to London by crouching in a wheel bay. The stowaway fell off the jumbo jet after it touched down at London-Heathrow and admitted he had sneaked on board the plane in Vienna. The man was entitled to stay in the United Kingdom by immigration officials after he was released from a clinic. Aviation experts explained he only survived the 1,300-kilometre trip at sub-zero temperatures since the United Arab Emirates State fleet Boeing 747 flew at a lower altitude than planned due to thunderstorms en route. Reports have it that the man - who is free to settle and work without almost any kind of regulations within the European Union - was unable to raise the price of a ticket.
PRODUCT & COUNTRY WATCH
· BULGARIA - Municipality to Provide Free Tours in Bulgaria's Capital - Novinite.com
The Sofia municipality will offer citizens and guests of the Bulgarian capital a free walking tour of the sights in the central part of the city. The mayor of Sofia, Yordanka Fandakova, will open the first tour Tuesday. The tour is an initiative by the municipal enterprises “Tourist Service”and “Stara Zagora”, in cooperation with the Association of tourist guides in Bulgaria. The route will include 10 sites, at which the guides will stop and tell their history in Bulgarian. The cultural-historical sites will include the Theology department of the Sofia University, the Sheraton Hotel, the Church of St. George, the presidency, the Archeology Museum, the Bulgarian National Bank, the “Ivan Vazov” National Theater, the Russian Church of St. Nicholas, the Hagia Sophia Church, the St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, the National Assembly and the Monument of the Tsar Liberator. The tours will be organized by the Cultural Information Center in Sofia, Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9:30 am to 11:30 am. The service will be free. However, tours will be performed for minimum 10 people.
· BULGARIA - Sofia to stage international blonde convention - The Sofia Echo
An international 'blonde convention' would be held in Sofia in the autumn of 2010. Bulgaria's capital will host this unprecedented and unique gathering, which is set to draw as many as 5000 participants from 20 different countries, Bulgarian media reported. "We are a privileged part of the female race, and many humorous jokes are being told about us. We even tell blonde jokes to ourselves," Olga Uskova from the International Association of Blondes told private Bulgarian television channel bTV. "We expect more than 5000 blondes to descend on the Sofia parade. The blonde will be radiating so much it will be seen from the Mir space station. Everyone will see how in Sofia there are so many blondes in one place," Uskova was quoted as saying. Meanwhile, the event itself will also have an anthem – which will be sung by a Bulgarian brunette. "I just want to demonstrate to everyone that there is peace between us brunettes and blondes and that we understand each-other" the singer, known by her stage-name as Klavdia, said.
· BULGARIA - Architects Flock to Design Bulgarian Louvre - Novinite.com
The public tender for the new museum complex in the capital Sofia, known as the Bulgarian Louvre had attracted 31 architects, the Culture Ministry informs. 20 of them have submitted their projects just hours before the deadline. It is still unclear when the commission, assessing the proposed designs, will convene, but ever since the public tender was announced in the beginning of June, architects have been upset that the time is not enough while the Chamber of Architects complained the tender has not been coordinated with them. The decision to build the new cultural complex, which is located in the very heart of the capital Sofia, adjacent to the “Alexander Nevski” Cathedral, was made at the end of 2009, while in mid-April, Bulgarian state leaders broke ground of the construction site. The government is investing BGN 20 M in the museum, joining together the building of the National Gallery for Foreign Art, and an old building formerly used by the Sofia Technical University. Some BGN 2.5 M of the funds for the reconstruction and construction will come from the EU Regional Development Operational Program. In December, Culture Minister, Vezhdi Rashidov, said the 24 000 square-meter museum will be designed as project of architect, Vladislav Nikolov, approved by the former socialist-led cabinet for BGN 1.8 M financing under the EU Operational Program, but later the Culture Ministry explained the Public Tender Act requires a competition and that Nikolov can participate if he wishes.
· BULGARIA - Japanese TV Films Thracian Culture Documentary in Bulgaria - Novinite.com
Japanese filmmakers from the Japanese National TV, NHK, are in Bulgaria making a documentary about the Thracian cultural heritage on Bulgarian lands. The director, Reo Ymada, and cameraman, Issamu Ossada, are preparing a 60-minute film about the lost civilization and the archeology finds in Bulgaria. They are currently in the archeology reserve “Sboryanovo,” near the northeastern town of Isperih where they are reporting on the famous Sveshtari Tomb and the summer archeology expedition there. The documentary will include footage from the Kazanlak Tomb, Perperikon, the exhibits of the National History and Archeology Museums in Sofia and commentaries of renowned Bulgarian expert on the subject, Prof. Nikolay Ovcharov The goal is to present to the Japanese audience for the first time ever an in-depth look at the life and culture of the Thracian, beyond the gold treasures, the Bulgarian consultant for the documentary says.
· CRUISES - Azamara announces land-tours - Travel Trade Gazette
Azamara Club Cruises has announced 13 land-tour itineraries to offer more “cultural experiences” for its travellers. The trips range from two to six-night escorted land adventures in eight destinations, including Rome, Athens, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Istanbul, Jordan and Israel, India and China. All land-tour itineraries will be lead by a tour director or a local host, and will feature accommodation in five-star hotels. Chief executive of Azamara Club Cruises, Larry Pimentel said: “The introduction of these new offerings will enable up-market travellers to enjoy an even more immersive adventure with Azamara Club Cruises. “Guests have more opportunities to experience the cultures of exotic destinations by extending their voyage with a land-tour itinerary for an enthralling holiday.” In summer 2011, guests of Azamara Journey and Azamara Quest can choose a two-night Athens or three-night Rome cruise tour package. Meanwhile, in India, a five-night itinerary has been introduced, allowing guests to visit Delhi and the Taj Mahal.
· CYPRUS - Curium beach poo could be from turtles - Cyprus Mail
BRITISH BASES SBA authorities are carrying out more tests on the mysterious ‘poo-like’ substance on Curium beach yesterday, although they can already confirm that it is not human waste and not harmful. James Mansell, SBA spokesman, said yesterday that they have not issued a warning against visiting the beach, and that local laboratories are still testing the waste material, which the SBA authorities believe is from turtles. One resident who visited the beach on Monday said that the amount of waste, which looked human waste but with a green colour and a squishy texture, had increased in recent weeks. Tony from Limassol said: “We went [on Monday] and between Chris Blue and Sunshine beaches it was horrendous. One restaurant owner had assigned three of his workers to clear the waste into bin bags.” The origin of the waste remains unknown, although SBA authorities have confirmed that there are no leaks in local sewage treatment works. Asked about the material, SBA administrative secretary James Gondelle said “It does not represent a health hazard.  Furthermore, despite appearance, we are confident that this is not human waste, and very strong circumstantial evidence indicates that it is in fact from turtles.” They have also ruled out the possibility that the waste had come from a passing ship, as onboard sewage treatment facilities transform human waste into small dust-sized particles before they can be release from a ship. According to Tony, the material has had a devastating impact on the number of visitors to the beach since it was discovered in mid May. He noted that the beach was packed at the same time last year; now it is all but empty. “Yesterday I saw a mother with her toddler on the beach, and when I pointed out the waste she picked up her child and left straight away.” A similar incident did in fact occur last year when poo-like material on SBA beaches was reported to authorities. In response, all British forces facilities were checked to ensure there were no leaks, facilities in local villages were inspected, and ships entering Limassol were checked to ensure they had not been illegally discharging at sea. “Nothing untoward was discovered.” said Gondelle, adding that “The Cyprus Tourism Organisation conducted samples of the water at Curium and these established that there was no hazard to health.  Most reassuringly perhaps, further laboratory tests in Nicosia indicated that the matter was not in fact human.  Based on similar experiences in Hawaii, speculation at the time suggested it was from turtles.” The SBA environmental team has also conducted its own tests, which support the theory that this is turtle-poo, since the material is composed entirely of vegetable matter, contains organisms not found in mammals and has only appeared during the turtle breeding season. Gondelle said “This... lends credibility, however incredible it may sound, to the notion that this is indeed from turtles. Scientific investigations will continue and we will ensure that the results are publicised as soon as they are known.”

· CYPRUS - Paphos bathers risking their lives - Cyprus Mail
DESPITE THE numerous large warning signs and red flags clearly on display, bathers in Paphos were still swimming at the treacherous Venus Beach stretch yesterday as officials met to come up with a solution. President of the beaches committee, Nicos Similides said yesterday: “We can’t seem to get the message across about how dangerous this area is. The beaches committee and the local council have done everything we can to try to dissuade bathers from swimming here.” Similides said that two years ago, ministers promised the council and the beaches committee that a private enterprise would create wave barriers after a study of the area. But, according to the local councilor it has not materialised. The matter was discussed at Monday evening’s council meeting and Paphos Mayor Savvas Vergas will meet with Minister Erato Kozakou Marcoullis tomorrow to try and push for the creation of wave breakers, which will make the area safer to swim. On Saturday, a Lebanese holidaymaker drowned off Venus Beach, bringing the number of victims of the strong rip current to eight in the last four years. Yet despite this fact, plus the old and new warnings signs many visitors and locals insist on using the beach and swimming in the dangerous water. Yesterday Barbara Bhaon, from Poland, a 23 year old resident of Yeroskipou and mother to a three-year old boy was on the beach. After living in Cyprus for the past five years, she admitted that she was aware of the dangers there but explained why she continued to use it. “Today I’m here with my mother, brother and son and I know this beach is dangerous, but I come here because of the waves, you can have loads of fun in the waves,” she told the Cyprus Mail. The young mother said she was aware that people had drowned in the sea here and said she was knew about the strong current. ‘”I’m not worried about this,” she said, “I know how to swim very well and I don’t go far out from the shore; only up to my waist and my son is right next to me.” A Belgian man and his girlfriend staying at a hotel further along the Paphos coast was also at Venus Beach yesterday He said the pair decided to visit this particular beach because of the large waves. “It’s quiet here and there are not too many people. I saw the signs and understood the warning and what it meant, I know it’s dangerous,” he said. “The sea doesn’t seem that wild, I understand about the rip current but we don’t swim out very far; we only go to about our waist. I feel safe and I’m a pretty good swimmer and I don’t take any unnecessary risks.”  Tens of people were spotted on the beach yesterday, many with young children. Most of them entered the water at some point and a number of youngsters were not wearing safety armbands. The bathers were not all tourists and a number of Cypriots said they used the beach on a regular basis. Savvas Savva from Emba said he had been swimming in the water here for the last decade and had no intention of stopping. “I take care not to swim too far out,” he said. This was a view echoed by Steven Trodden and his partner who are both from Sweden. “We have an apartment close by which we bought about a year ago and we regularly holiday here. We read the signs and we know the sea is dangerous but I didn’t know anyone had died here recently,” he said. “But we are still going to go into the sea. We are very careful and don’t go too far out from the shore and we keep safe,” he added.  “But it would be better if they put in wave breakers in the sea to make it safer.” Similides said that following the meeting of the mayor and Marcoullis tomorrow, the Paphos beaches committee will meet on Friday to discuss what action will be taken. Closing the beach to swimmers and stationing a security guard there to stop people going into the water has already been mooted.

· CYPRUS - Nicosia bike scheme to be ready by autumn - Cyprus Mail
NICOSIA’S bike sharing system will get off the ground in the early autumn, aiming to create a new cycling culture among students and to connect the capital’s five universities with dedicated cycling routes and cycle-lanes as soon as possible, Nicosia Mayor Eleni Mavrou said yesterday. Mavrou stressed that promoting a policy of sustainable mobility is not a matter of theory, but a completely practical issue, which is why Nicosia Municipality has been working closely with five other local authorities – Aglandjia, Strovolos, Dhali, Ayios Dometios and Latsia – to come up with policies and co-ordinated measures that will encourage a change of public attitude towards cycling. The third generation bike sharing scheme was incorporated into Nicosia Municipality’s plans to comprehensively upgrade its roads, pavements and drains infrastructure, scheduled to be completed in mid-2013. The other municipalities of greater Nicosia took up the initiative to create a common bike sharing scheme that will allow users to pick up a bike in one municipality and drop it off in another. The commercial contract to supply the six municipalities with 285 public bicycles and 24 docking stations was signed at the end of May. Nicosia municipality will have 100 bikes available at five stations, while Strovolos will offer 80 bikes at eight stations. Aglandjia will have 50 bikes at four stations, Dhali 20 bikes at three stations, Ayios Dometios 20 bikes at two stations, and Latsia will offer 15 bikes at two stations. Each municipality will contribute €475 per high-tech bike and €19,000 per station, and will share the €35,000 cost of the software, €8,000 for the scheme’s website, €34,800 for the tracking system and the €140,000 contractual maintenance costs over four years. The Communications Ministry is said to have pledged a contribution towards the start-up costs, but the cost of operating and expanding the system is planned to be covered by operating revenues and advertising. Although a final decision has not been taken on the cost of hire, the aim is to offer free use for the first two hours, and then charge a small fee – perhaps one or two euro per hour – for the rest of the day. Riders will need a credit card or a university student ID to access the bikes. Inserting the card will provide the user with a key and a unique electronic number. Once the bike is dropped off and the key inserted to secure it, any charges due will be calculated and billed by the system. SIDEBAR - Three generations of bike-sharing systems First generation: Perhaps the most famous example of the no-tech, unstructured approach to bike sharing was implemented in Amsterdam in the late 1960s. Re-conditioned bikes were painted white and placed throughout city for free use with no restrictions. Most of the bikes were quickly stolen or damaged, but the idea made a strong impact. Second generation: A low-tech, moderately expensive approach has been tried in Copenhagen, Helsinki and Toronto, involving a singular bike design to deter theft. Bikes are unlocked through a coin-deposit lock, but then they are not tracked. Third generation: This high-tech, expensive solution involves using smart-card, credit card or mobile phone technology for quick access and remote tracking of the bike fleet. Systems have been successfully introduced in Paris, Brussels and Barcelo.

· CZECH REPUBLIC - Velehrad site more ancient than some thought - Prague Monitor
Czech archaeologists have for the first time proved that Velehrad, now a significant Catholic Church pilgrimage destination, was inhabited as early as the 9th-century era of Great Moravia, Zdenek Senk, from the Archaia Olomouc company, told CTK Tuesday. During the ongoing restoration of the local baroque basilica, the archaeologists uncovered pottery from the Great Moravian era. "In the past, fierce disputes were led over whether the site was inhabited in the Great Moravia period. Our find testifies to people's activities right at the site of the basilica before it was established in the early 13th century," Senk said. Great Moravia was an early medieval Slavonic state spreading in Moravia and the adjacent areas, mainly Slovakia in the east and Bohemia in the west. It is Great Moravia where the missioner brothers, Saint Cyril and Methodius, arrived from the Byzantine Empire in 863 to promote Christianity in the region. Velehrad ranks among the most popular pilgrimage sites in the Czech Republic. Its baroque basilica, based on Romanesque foundations, and the adjacent former Cistercian monastery were declared a national heritage monument in 2008. Pope John Paul II celebrated a mass in the basilica in April 1990. The ongoing reconstruction of the basilica started five years ago. The costs are estimated at 300 million crowns. Apart from the Great Moravian-era finds, the archaeologists have uncovered graves from the mid-13th century and a sophisticated network of irrigation canals from a later middle age period.

· DEALS - Late Deals: July 21 - The Times
Peak season deals to the Med are hard to find, but easier if you can fly from regional airports. Leave from Leeds Bradford on August 12 and a week’s B&B in a three-star hotel in Bugibba, Malta, is from £266 with lowcostholidays.com. Half-board for a week in a three-star hotel in Sousse, Tunisia, is from £307, with a flight from Bournemouth on August 8 A family package to Minorca is on offer for £1,038, equating to £346 a person, with Corona Holidays. Fly from Luton on August 4 for a week in an aparthotel with a large pool and play area in the small, south-coast resort of Cala Galdana.  L’Île Rousse is possibly the most fashionable town in Corsica and you can enjoy its shops and bistros, stroll around the red rock, which gives the resort its name, and take the train to fine beaches on a week’s break with Corsican Places. It costs from £499, based on four sharing in a two-bedroom apartment, with a flight from Stansted on August 8, transfers and hamper. While the locals head for the beach, enjoy the canals, colourful culture and museums of Amsterdam on a short break with ebookers.com. Three nights from August 14 in the four-star Dutch Design Artemis Hotel cost £185 with a flight from Birmingham.   Among properties still available with holidayfrancedirect.co.uk is a house for eight near the medieval town of Josselin, Brittany and a short drive to the coast. It is on offer from August 21 for £550 a week and Brittany Ferries has discounts.  A week’s cruise to the breathtaking Norwegian fjords is on offer at an eye-opening price with Readers Offers. Balmoral sails from Dover on August 21 and takes in Bergen, Olden, Flåm, Vik and Farsund. With full board, lectures, activities and entertainment, the price is from £649.
· DENMARK - Copenhagen Airport launchesfree iPhone app - Københavns Lufthavne
Copenhagen Airport has launched its first iPhone application, which can be downloaded free of charge. It is part of a major mobile strategy designed to meet passenger demand for information “on the move”.  Departure and arrivals information as well as a map of the terminals, those are some of the new travel information features available in the new CPH iPhone app. The new platform is to make passengers’ travel experience more relaxed.  “We want to meet our passengers on the move, and the iPhone is one of the most widely used mobile technological platforms. We also know that many of our passengers look for information at home, on their way to the airport, and when they are at the airport. Using the new iPhone, people can get information anywhere," said Iben Eiby-Johannesen, Brand Equity Director, Copenhagen Airports. Dialogue with passengers You can download the application from the Apple App Store, either via iTunes or directly to your iPhone. The application is called "CPH Airport". You can use the app to check flight times, get information on departures and arrivals, see a map of shops, eateries and walking distances, book and pay for parking and register for the CPH newsletter. As a new feature passengers are invited to comment on shops and eateries and grade them by stars. “The new app gives us a new, innovative platform for maintaining a dialogue with our passengers. We are interested in knowing what passengers think about us so that we can collaborate with the concessionaires at the shopping centre to enhance the products, if needed," said Iben Eiby-Johannesen. Focus on mobile innovation “We have elected to focus on an app built especially for the iPhone this time. But it could, for instance, be for Android next time. Surveys show that you get the best solution by focusing on one platform at a time rather than one solution for two different platforms,” Eiby-Johannesen added. Copenhagen Airport launched m.cph.dk in January 2010, a mobile mini version of the CPH website. The site is designed for easier viewing on small screens such as mobile phones. 8,000-10,000 users visit the site per week. Copenhagen Airport hopes and expects that even more people will download the new iPhone application. The CPH application has been developed in collaboration with Danish software company Novasa.
· DUBAI - Dubai Department of Tourism and Marketing discusses global and local market trends with overseas office representatives - AMEinfo.com
H.E. Khalid Ahmed Bin Sulayem, Director General of Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM), chaired a series of meetings over three days with the representatives of DTCM's overseas offices. These meetings followed another round of meetings that DTCM had over a three-week span with representatives of Dubai's tourism sector to discuss global and local market trends.  The meetings with DTCM's overseas office representatives discussed the challenges faced by the tourism sector around the world this year, including the issue of currency fluctuation, which has had an impact both on policies and plans being formulated in markets such as Dubai as well as on trends influencing these markets. Further, the meetings covered the importance of drafting new plans that go line in line with current market conditions and correspond to the findings of studies conducted by international tourism-related organisations. The findings of such studies are crucial when formulating new promotional plans and strategies, especially to prepare tailored plans for countries depending on its specific geographical location. During the meetings, the overseas office representatives also learnt about various tourism promotion strategies that DTCM plans to adopt in new promising markets, in light of the prevailing global economic conditions.  The meetings also featured workshops on the sidelines for the representatives of Dubai's tourism sector and DTCM's staff and overseas office representatives to discuss the matters in greater detail and arrive at workable recommendations that could contribute to strategy formulation. During the meetings, the participants also came up with suggestions to raise Dubai's global appeal from a tourism point of view and analysed tourism-boosting initiatives adopted by other prime markets around the world, especially given the prevailing global economic climate. The meetings were attended by Eyad Ali Abdul Rahman, DTCM Executive Director Media Relation Division and Business Development and Saleh Al Geziry, Director of Overseas Promotions and Inward Missions, DTCM, in addition to several DTCM Directors and executive Directors.
· EGYPT - Highest air traffic control in the Middle East - Ansamed
Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak took a tour of Cairo International Airport Tuesday, during which he inaugurated a number of projects affiliated to the Aviation Ministry. The projects aim at serving the movement of passengers which saw an overall upturn thanks to the increase in tourism and investment in the country. Mubarak also opened new projects related to the air transport industry, MENA reports. Mubarak opened the highest air traffic control tower in the Middle East. The 120-meter high tower cost about 230 million pounds and provides a high level of air traffic services in Egypt. He also inaugurated the biggest workshop for aircraft engines in the Middle East. The workshop, worth 500 million pounds, was established in cooperation with the Aviation Ministry, British aircraft engine maker Rolls-Royce and Germany's Lufthansa. It will provide maintenance services for more than 70 international airlines. Chairman of EgyptAir Maintenance & Engineering Co. Abdel-Aziz Fadel said that repairing engines represents 40 percent of the cost of the planes' operation. The fleet of EgyptAir includes 65 aircraft with a total number of 150 engines, he said. By 2014, Egypt is expected to have 82 planes, he added.

· FRANCE - Leonardo's vision of perfect city revealed - ANSA.it
Leonardo da Vinci's vision of the perfect French capital, designed for King Francis I but never built, is spotlighted in a new exhibition. The event is being staged in the central French town of Romorantin-Lanthenay, which Leonardo envisaged transforming into Europe's greatest city. This is the first exhibition devoted entirely to this forgotten project of the Renaissance genius, bringing together drawings, sketches and a host of documentation, much of which only unearthed in recent years. "It all began with a book written in 1972 by Carlo Pedretti, the world's leading expert on Leonardo da Vinci," explained curator Pascal Brioist, a professor at the Renaissance Higher Studies Institute in the French city of Tours. Inspired by the book, 'The Royal Palace at Romorantin', Brioist began researching the project in earnest, helped by Romorantin-Lanthenay's cultural heritage director, Martine Vallon. "The real surprise was finding actual traces of this project in municipal archives," he said. "Romorantin as the French capital was not just an idea but a concrete development for which the actual foundations were laid". Studying the town's accounts for the period 1515-1519, Brioist discovered that terracing work in the area had begun during that period, when Leonardo living there. Between 1517 and 1519, the year of his death, Leonardo produced a whole series of different designs for the royal palace but archive documents indicate the eventual location selected for the palace was a 400-square-metre plot of land next to the River Sauldre. The land chosen was identified using the town's old land registry, which also confirmed the size of the project. Scans of the land followed up by archaeological excavations revealed underground limestone foundations, showing that building work had started on the complex. Leonardo's drawings suggest the city was to have included palaces and gardens located on either side of the river and spanned by two bridges. "We are faced with pages of designs, drawings and plans that not only envisioned an immense castle but also a genuine, fully developed riverside city," said Brioist. A key element of the plan was an entire overhaul of the region's waterways. Leonardo planned a network of canals, powered by watermills and designed to facilitate movement, carry away waste, reduce disease and boost trade to the area. Other sketches reveal an extremely advanced stable complex, complete with automatic feeding troughs and cleaning systems. "Hygiene was a central concern of Leonardo's, as he was worried about preventing the spread of epidemics," said Brioist. The Italian designer arrived in France in 1516, at the age of 64, where he was immediately appointed 'first painter, engineer and architect' to Francis I. Work on the ideal city ground to an abrupt halt in 1519, the year of Leonardo's death. "Different sources argue over the cause of the halt, with many blaming an epidemic in the area," said Brioist. Others have suggested funds were running short for Francis I, who started work on another major project, the Chateau de Chambord, that same year. But Brioist believes the dream of Romorantin Palace was impossible to realise without the help of its creator. "The most probable reason why the king's project was never completed is simply because the Tuscan master was the only person able to grasp and coordinate such a massive undertaking," said Brioist. The exhibition is divided between the Museum of Sologne and the Automobile Matra Museum, both in Romorantin-Lanthenay, and runs until January 30, 2011.
· FRANCE - Online list planned of cafes in France banning smoking on terrasses - The Connexion
A NEW website is due to launch in the autumn listing all of the cafes and restaurants in France that no longer allow smoking on their terrasse.  Anti-smoking group Droits des Non-Fumeurs (DNF) is planning to publish the searchable list from September to encourage other places to join the initiative.  A small number of cafes have decided to extend the anti-smoking rules that apply to enclosed public spaces to their outside tables.  DNF president Gérard Audureau told Le Figaro: "A number of customers today are dissatisfied and want to be able to eat and drink outside without being bothered by others' cigarette smoke."  Some of the bar and restaurant owners taking part in the initiative have reported a decline in takings at first, however they say trade has picked up through word-of-mouth as non-smokers recommend the place to others.  Smoking in enclosed public places has been banned in France since January 2008. The health ministry says it has no plans to toughen the law to include terrasses.  A report by Droits des Non-Fumeurs last December claimed bars and restaurants were continuing to flout the ban.  It found about 45,000 illegal covered terrasses have been built by cafés. The group also criticised the lack of spot-checks and sanctions against places ignoring the ban.  According to the group, 21% of bar and restaurant workers have complained about the effects of passive smoking.  Until the full list is published, here are two already operating the no-smoking scheme: the Royal Periere in Paris's 17th arrondissement and La Désirade on the port in Toulon, Var.
· GERMANY - Saxony's Elbe region boasts historic cities and beautiful landscapes - Deutsche Welle 
Saxony may be the birthplace of porcelain in Europe, but its cities along the Elbe River are also gems. Tourists can travel by boat, stopping off in Meissen and Dresden for exhibitions about the glassware.  While the Chinese were already masters in the material long before the eighteenth century, in the Elbe Region, the elector of Saxony, Augustus the Strong, sponsored efforts to discover the secret of porcelain production, which was finally accomplished in 1710. This year sees Meissen - a city of 30,000 people on the Elbe River located 25 kilometers (16 miles) northwest of Dresden - celebrating three centuries of porcelain production with a series of special exhibitions. The shows focus on the creative input of other countries and cultures in the local porcelain industry.  The mighty Albrechtsburg - the Late Gothic castle - dominates Meissen's skyline, and was home to Europe's first porcelain factory, which produced fine china for some 150 years. For visitors who wish to explore the rest of the region, a trip on one of the world's oldest fleets of paddle-steamers may be just the ticket. One route travels along the Elbe River to provide a magnificent view of Dresden's historic center. The city of Dresden is also playing host to an exhibition titled "Triumph of the Blue Swords," with over 800 porcelain items from across the globe on display. 
· HOLLAND - Amsterdam RAI successful in the conference market - Travel Daily News
Amsterdam can expect to play host to a large number of international conferences in the years ahead. Amsterdam RAI’s calendar is well-filled with ‘travelling’ events until 2013, including medical conferences with anaesthetists, lung specialists, orthopaedists, oncologists, pharmacists and pharmaceutical chemists, as well as professionals from the glass-fibre industry and petroleum engineers. These conferences will attract tens of thousands of international visitors to Amsterdam in 2011, 2012 and 2013, all of whom will be spending one or more days in the city. The corporate importance to Amsterdam is obvious: Every euro spent in the RAI at these types of conventions is the equivalent of seven euros spent in the city on facilities such as transportation, restaurants and hotels. Maurits van de Sluis, Commercial Director of Amsterdam RAI is pleased with the developments: “It is good to see that the RAI can strike a positive note in these economically challenging times. We continue to be very successful in attracting large events and functions, making the RAI an economic powerhouse for corporate tourism in Amsterdam.” NBTC and Taskforce City Wide Conferences - “Our success can be partly attributed to our business partners,” adds Van der Sluis. “The intensive cooperation with the Netherlands Board of Tourism & Conventions (NBTC) and the new Taskforce City Wide Conventions (a partnership between the RAI, ATCB, Schiphol Airport, GVB transport company, TCA taxi service, hotels and the Economic Affairs department of Amsterdam council) is bearing fruit. This is good news not only for the RAI but also for Amsterdam’s position as business destination. I very much hope that our success will rub off on other locations to strengthen Amsterdam’s position in the top ten of global conference destinations.”  Appeal of the Elicium - Amsterdam RAI has invested over 100 million euros in upgrading its complex on the Europaplein over recent years. In addition to the superb accessibility via Schiphol Airport and the appeal of the city of Amsterdam, the new distinctive Elicium building is one of the main stimuli for organising conferences in a new environment. After the difficult year of 2009, the RAI has a full international agenda for 2010 with an interesting spin-off for the city. In addition to RAI-organised events such as Interclean, METS, Intertraffic, and returning icon IBC, it recently welcomed the WCIT (World Congress On Information Technology) and Powergen (for the European energy sector). In October 2010 the RAI will be welcoming delegates to Sibos, the annual international financial industry convention on money transfers organised by SWIFT. Confirmed for 2011, 2012 or 2013 - Confirmed ‘travelling’ conventions in the RAI with 5,000 to 20,000 participants in 2011, 2012 and 2013 include: SPE IADC Drilling, European Fishing Tackle trade Association (EFTTEX), European Society of Anaesthesiology (ESA), European Respiratory Society (ERS), Federation Internationale Pharmaceutique (FIP), Spineweek, European Conference on Optical Communication (ECOC) and the European Cancer Organisation (ECCO).
· HOLLAND - Dutch airport guards arrest passenger trying to board plane with loaded pistol in his pocket - FOXNews.com
Police say guards at Amsterdam's Schiphol Airport have arrested a man who was trying to board a flight to the Dutch Caribbean island of Curacao with a loaded pistol in his jacket pocket. Dutch military police spokesman Robert van Kapel says there is no indication the 35-year-old Dutch man was planning a terror attack. The unidentified man was being questioned Tuesday by military police after the weapon was detected during routine security checks. Security at Schiphol has been under a spotlight since Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, a Nigerian student, flew from the airport to Detroit on Christmas Day with explosives in his underwear. Abdulmutallab allegedly tried to detonate the explosives over the United States before being subdued by passengers and crew.
· ICELAND - Lonely Planet recommend Iceland in August - Iceland Review Online
Authors of the travel guide Lonely Planet urge tourists to visit Iceland in August and say there has never been a better reason to travel to the country. The exchange rate is favorable and disruptions of flights because of the eruption in Eyjafjallajökull are over In particular, Reykjavík is recommended. Iceland’s capital is described as the perfect location for those longing for literally “endless” summer days, mbl.is reports.  The guide also promised good weather in Iceland over the summer months, pointing out that the interior of the country is open, recommending Landmannalaugar, a geothermal area in the southern highland, as a destination.  As for other places suitable for people traveling in August, Lonely Planet mentioned Orlando for its good weather and interesting Harry Potter family park.
· INDIA - Accor to speed up Indian expansion with fund - Reuters
French hotel group Accor is setting up a fund with local partner InterGlobe Enterprises to accelerate expansion In India, focusing on upper mid-range and upscale hotels. Accor, which aims to be the world's third-largest hotel group by 2015, has said it wants to further expand in Europe and Asia. It currently ranks fourth behind the InterContinental Marriott and Starwood chains. Under the deal, asset manager Pacifica Partners will take a 36 percent stake in the fund, which will initially hold assets for seven hotels in India worth around $325 million. Accor and InterGlobe will each own 32 percent of the fund, the statement said. The seven hotels, which include one Pullman, four Novotels and two Ibis, are under construction in key locations in India. They are slated to open between 2011 and 2013. Accor entered the Indian market five years ago through a joint venture with InterGlobe and has since opened eight hotels there. It aims to open a further 43 hotels, including the seven involved in the investment fund.

· IRELAND - Study proposes range of schemes to protect and improve canals - The Irish Times
FACILITIES FOR houseboats; horse-drawn barges; markets; concerts; water sports, shops and restaurants are proposed for the Royal and Grand canals in Dublin in a new report from Waterways Ireland. The Dublin City Canals Study recommends a range of recreation, tourism and commercial schemes to protect and improve the canals and open up both waterways to a greater range of uses. The study focuses on the Dublin city sections of the canals within the curtilage of the M50, from Spencer Dock to Granard Bridge in Blanchardstown on the Royal Canal on the northside of the city, and from Grand Canal Dock to Blackhorse Bridge at Inchicore on the southside. The study recommends the creation or improvement of walking and cycling facilities and an improvement in appearance and maintenance of all parts of the canals, but also makes specific proposals for each section of the canals as they progress through the city centre and suburbs. On the Royal Canal, Spencer Dock is identified as having potential for berthing for boats, outdoor exhibits and waterside retail units. Moving out towards Sheriff Street, the study sees space to create a marina on the eastern side of the canal, along with lifting rail bridges to allow boat access. Where the canal passes Croke Park, the development of pedestrian links to the stadium and its museum are recommended. When it reaches the back of Mountjoy prison, the development of a public plaza with space for concerts and markets linked to the proposed Mountjoy redevelopment is proposed. At the other side of Cross Guns Bridge, there could be potential for a water sports centre at the sixth lock. The canal develops a “rural feeling” as it moves through Cabra, the study says, and the improvement and conservation of the natural amenity is the focus in this area. As it moves towards Ashtown, there is potential for an activity centre and a cafe and restaurant. Between Ashtown and Blanchardstown at the twelfth lock, there could be a horse-drawn barge service between rail stations. On the Grand Canal, the main focus for commercial development is in the city basin where there may be the potential to moor houseboats, stage events like fireworks displays and concerts, and create a hub for watersports. The area between Baggot Street and Portobello already has a reputation as a “little Venice” the study says. This could be enhanced with a food or art market, an exhibition space at Portobello harbour and the possible development of a boutique canal boat hotel. Further out towards Dolphin’s Barn, Kilmainham and Inchicore, the recreation and amenity aspects of the canal are emphasised with proposals to develop parks and water sports. The study acknowledges the structural problems along the canal, such as the construction of houses and industrial premises to the water’s edge and concerns over safety and security. It accepts the proposals will require substantial public and private investment. However, Minister for Community Affairs Pat Carey yesterday said the study would be instrumental in developing the canals.
· ISRAEL - Days of Israeli Culture – first edition in Timisoara - Financiarul
Timisoara (western Romania), for a fortnight, over July 21- Aug. 1, will play host for the first edition of the Days of Israeli Culture, including several events under the sign of friendship. The event brings together personalities of all the social fields, and its organizer chairwoman of the Timisoara-based branch of the Cultural Association of Romanian-Israeli Friendship Professor Olimpia Cirimpei included in the programme events that take Romania and Israel closer, ranging from politics, diplomacy, economy, social to healthcare, education, arts, spirituality and culture. ‘I’ve chosen Timisoara to play venue for the Days of Israeli Culture because the city is a powerful, multicultural center, a possible future European Capital and I’ve found here full support by personalities in all fields, but also by the local and the county authorities. A further reason is because the Community of the Jews of Timisoara has never forgotten the personality of former Chief Rabbi Ernst Neumann, who, all his life, was educating the younger generation in the spirit of multiculturalism and friendship. Likewise, I’ve noticed, over times, that Timisoara has always shown closeness, friendship and sympathy to Israel,’ Cirimpei told. The first host for the Days of Israeli Culture will be the Arts Museum to show a photography exhibition called Horizons – Pictures of Modern Israel, organized by the Timis branch of Romania – Israel Friendship Cultural Association, the Community of the Jews of Timisoara, the Jewish Community Center (JCC) and the Timisoara Arts Museum, with the support by Israel’s Embassy to Romania, at the Baroque Palace, on Wednesday starting 7 p.m. Horizons – Pictures of Modern Israel will be opened in the presence of Israeli’s Ambassador to Romania David Oren. Over July 21 – Aug 1, Timisoara will also play host for debates, shows, and films, and cultural, scientific, diplomatic and political personalities will be attending.
· ITALY - Rediscover Alassio, on the forgotten riviera - Telegraph
It's the kind of garden that makes you want to put on a panama hat and sit on a vintage cast-iron chair reading Somerset Maugham.  On a series of verdant terraces, fountains play into ponds carpeted with water lilies; wisteria-covered pergolas lead up to a secret garden where three broken Roman columns make for poetic benches in the shade of a pair of melancholy cypresses. In the distance, from amid the greenery, rises a glinting dome covered in rainbow-hued majolica tiles: half pagoda, half Russian Orthodox church. And then there's the view: over the terracotta rooftops of a compact seaside resort down to the azure sea of a bay backed by rugged hills. The garden – and that winsomely exotic dome – belong to Villa della Pergola. Once this hillside estate, with its twin villas and acres of landscaped terraces, was one of the pearls of the British Italian Riviera – a carefree world of winter expatriate colonies between Bordighera and Rapallo that reached its high-water mark between the two world wars, and disappeared almost overnight in 1939. Built by the Scottish war hero General Sir Montagu McMurdo in the 1870s, the villa and its annexe, Villino della Pergola, have been sensitively restored and turned into a charming 12-room luxury guesthouse that breathes the Eden-on-the-Riviera spirit of British Alassio's heyday, with the addition of a little modern style, verve and comfort. Villa della Pergola is a destination hotel. And Alassio is a destination worth discovering – or in the case of the British visitor, rediscovering. It's difficult to understand why, when Nice, Cannes and Antibes are still very much on our radar, the resorts of the Italian Riviera – whose sun is just as reliable, sea equally inviting, and back country full of undiscovered little gems – no longer figure in the British tourist imagination. Once names like Bordighera, Sanremo, Alassio, Spotorno, Rapallo and Lerici would conjure up palm trees and overnight journeys on the Train Bleu from Paris; these days they mostly evoke a "Where?" So, I suspect, does the sea-hugging region they occupy: Liguria (whose regional capital is Genoa) is hardly up there with Tuscany, Sicily or even Puglia in terms of brand recognition. It's true that, with the exception of Portofino, the seaside towns of Liguria are not as chic as their French cousins, and few register on the international yachtie's map of the Mediterranean. But this is all to the advantage of those who are looking for friendly family-oriented resorts rather than chichi people-watching destinations. Alassio has one of the best town beaches anywhere in Italy; a wide swathe of gently shelving bronze-grey sand that (in true Italian style) gets busy only in July and August, and which stretches all the way to the small resort of Laigueglia, two and a half miles to the west. The promenade that overlooks the beach is a favourite passeggiata route for cyclists, joggers and roller-bladers – or simply for those keen to build an appetite by walking to one of Laigueglia's seafood trattorias, such as La Locanda del Re Minore (0182 691 005), where the pasta dishes are superb. Those who drive through Alassio or glimpse the town from the Genoa-to-Ventimiglia train inevitably miss most of its charms. The old town centres on hidden, pedestrianised Via XX Settembre and its continuation, Via Vittorio Veneto – both forming a long narrow lane the locals call Il Budello (literally, "the intestine"). Lined with clothes shops, gelaterias and bookshops, Il Budello also has a good deli, Terre di Mare (Via Vittorio Veneto 84), which specialises in local produce such as Taggiasche olives, pesto, salted anchovies and Baci di Alassio – small but powerful little macaroons packed with cocoa, hazelnuts and rum. If you prefer to buy the latter at source, head for historic Balzola, the café-pasticcieria that invented the spherical cakelets in the Twenties, at Piazza Matteotti 26. Villa della Pergola puts on a splendid breakfast spread and in the summer heat, few will want more for lunch than a panino on the beach. But it's good to know that Alassio also has some more serious restaurant options for evenings and out-of-season lunches. My favourite is Osteria d'Angi, right at the midpoint of Il Budello (Via Vittorio Veneto 106; 0182 648 487). It's a family-run trattoria, and a good place to sample farinata – the Ligurian chickpea-flour pizza, a close cousin of Nice's socca, which is eaten drizzled with olive oil. Some say it's an acquired taste and it's true that the chickpea flour lends it a slightly bitter edge. Lying on the beach under a stripy ombrellone, strolling, gelato in hand, through Il Budello , or going for walks up through the olive-clad hills behind the town are three persuasive Alassio pastimes. But there is another, more poignant dimension to the town that is worth exploring: its British expatriate heritage. You can start at Villa della Pergola, where a series of glass cases in the elegant hall constitute an informal museum of British Alassio. There's a case dedicated to Edward Lear, who lived in Sanremo for the last 18 years of his life and often visited Alassio to paint; a display on Elgar, whose concert overture In the South was written during an extended stay here in 1904; and an early edition of The Wind in the Willows, open at the page where Rat disembarks at Alassio. There are also posters, props and memorabilia connected with the two films that were shot on location at the villa: Alfred Hitchcock's first film as director, the silent The Pleasure Garden (1925); and The Snorkel, a forgettable Hammer B-movie from 1958. Travelling along the French and Italian rivieras in the 50 years between 1890 and 1940, you knew you had stumbled on a resort des anglais or degli inglesi if a Holy Trinity of facilities was in place: an Anglican church, a lending library and a Lawn Tennis Club. All three still exist in Alassio – though the church is now run as an exhibition space by the town council, while the Hanbury Tennis Club has little more than the name of its founder Daniel Hanbury (son of Sir Thomas, who created the magnificent La Mortola gardens in Ventimiglia) to connect it with that lost world of sporty young Riviera expatriates. The lending library (Viale Hanbury 17; 0182 643 029) is still going strong – largely thanks to the efforts of a long-time British resident, Jacqueline Rosadoni (née Poole), who is head librarian, and also to the goodwill of Alassio town council, which agreed to take on the funding and upkeep of the 135-year-old institution when the Anglican Diocese of Gibraltar (whose jurisdiction stretches across Europe) could no longer afford it. With around 30,000 books, this is the most important English library in Italy after the British Institute in Florence – though it has precious few visitors. The notice board outside still displays a poster from the library's glory years, which tells us that it is situated "near the English Church and Tea Garden" (alas, the tea garden is long gone), promising, in the next line, the "newest books on hire weekly from Harrods, London". Behind the library is a gallery of paintings by Richard West, an Irish artist who moved to Alassio in 1890. With their fishing villages, donkey carts and deserted coves, his works capture the Riviera in the final years of its rural innocence. Just up the coast, historic Albenga flourished in the Middle Ages, but its octagonal baptistery is even earlier, dating back to the fifth-century refoundation of the town by the Roman general Costanzo. Gothic palazzos line the picturesque Via Bernardo Ricci and Via Medaglie d'Oro. If dinner beckons, head for the Osteria dei Leoni (Vico Avarenna 1; 0182 51937), where you can try cappon magro – an elaborate, flavoursome concoction of fish, crustaceans, vegetables and ship's biscuits, originally designed to use up leftovers, supposedly by Genoese servants who put everything they cleared from their master's table into a single dish. Inland from Alassio and Albenga are a series of stone-hewn Ligurian villages as pretty as anything Tuscany has to offer. If you visit only one, make it Cosìo d'Arroscia, a pre-Alpine hamlet. It is perched on a wooded spur overlooking the upper Arroscia valley, and its cobbled lanes burrow through arches and under houses – a defence against human intruders and rigid winters. Outside the village of Borghetto d'Arroscia, La Baita (Frazione Gazzo 19; 0183 31083) offers a taste of the hearty cuisine of these mountain valleys, with dishes such as raw Piedmontese beef with porcini mushrooms and truffles, or thyme-scented snails stewed in local Pigato wine. If you make it this far, you will probably be the only foreign tourist around. If the Ligurian coast is still considered an unusual summer holiday destination, the region's rugged interior is positively off the map. Enjoy it while it lasts.Villa della Pergola, Via Privata Montagu 9/1, Alassio, Italy (www.villadellapergola.it) Double rooms from €250 (£210) a night, with breakfast.   
· LITHUANIA - James Lemmon - I'm not bitter - Vilnius taking off - Alfa.lt
The media in the Baltics loves printing bad news about Vilnius International Airport, but I don't think its that bad these days since the new management took over.  The airport itself is small, but efficient. On a recent trip I went on, I got a refresher on the place.  On arrival at the airport I went to my gate where there was no line. I flew with Star1 Airlines and they had three desks open so there were enough staff available to make sure the check in process was quick.  Going through security was quick because it is about 20 metres from the check in. Again, there was very little wait for this and I went through without issues to the gates. Just behind the security I found my gate beside a shop that sold Lithuanian goods. The size of the airport is its forte and now the management has started to fill up the place so it looks like a real airport. There is a bar sponsored by Heineken that looks much more attractive than before. The shop selling Lithuanian products is finally open meaning that you can buy the souvenirs you forgot to pack for your friends or loved ones. Most of the food and drink products at the shop are at regular prices and the handmade goods were surprisingly cheap.   This is not an airport where its good to hang out, but that's good because it is so small and you can turn up 60 minutes before a flight and manage to get on no problem. This is no Brussels or Hong Kong airport where you walk for kilometres up and down passages and through doors looking for signs that point you to your gate. The whole journey from the front door to the gate is about 200 metres. If you do turn up early there is free wireless internet.  The airport isn't that far away from the centre and is quite easy to reach if you know what you are doing. Information for tourists about the quickest and best ways to reach the place wouldn't be a bad thing though.  There is the new train there that connects the airport to the train station in Vilnius, which is nice when there is traffic problems in the city. But a small request to the airport management: it would be nice to have a schedule for the train station in the arrivals hall, so you don't need to walk all the way to the platform to see if its quicker to take the bus or the train.  People say that an airport can affect people's impressions of a country: it is the first and last thing they see. Vilnius airport is finally starting to have a good effect on the country's image.  If the management keep it up, it won't even be the laughing stock of the Baltics anymore. Lets hope.
· MOROCCO - Marrakech: I could not have been more wrong - Reading Post
NICK BATEMAN discovered Marrakech was not the North African nightmare he imagined Morocco was never on my radar to visit and like many travellers I had read negative reviews on travel forums and had made up my mind. I thought it was more or less like every other North African travel destination: too hot, lots of harassment and with bucket loads of unnecessary haggling. I could not have been more off the mark. Apart from the flight with the national carrier Royal Air Maroc, which was poor, (luckily you have a choice and now even EasyJet fly there) it exceeded all my expectations. With a flying time of less than three and a half hours Marrakech is perfect for a long weekend or more if you have the time. I was staying at the Palmeraie Golf Palace & Resort, which is a few miles to the north east of Marrakech and 25 miles from the airport. Do not be put off just because it has golf in the hotel name, as this is foremost a luxury resort. With three separate hotels and more than 300 rooms and private villas for hire, it has something to match all budgets.  The resort has seven restaurants and one of them has two Michelin stars as well as three bars, a beach club and two swimming pools. There is a 4,000sq metre spa offering a wide range of treatments – both eastern and western. For the less adventurous you can walk or cycle around the grounds of the hotel that are back-dropped by the magnificent Atlas Mountains.  If golf is your game, the hotel has a 27-hole golf course designed by Robert Trent Jones. Having played it I can tell you that it would suit all levels of play, although I lost a few golf balls (10 in total!). Marrakech is known as the Red City and like most cities in the region it has the old fortified city next to the modern city known as Gueliz. Marrakech has a population of just over one million people, with around 10,000 of these being retired Europeans, and you can see why. The city seems very calm; there is no visible police presence. I recommend hiring a guide to talk you to death on the history of the old city and take you around the souks or you will get horribly lost. The souk within the fortified city is the biggest in Morocco. The streets are very small and young adults whizz through on mopeds at quite a pace. The souks sell everything from bread and jewellery to iron works  and tourist tat. On one street you can have locals making shoes, when in the next street it has well-known designer branded shops. Far from being hassled in the souks I found you were often ignored walking through them and surprisingly enough there is no smell apart from foods being cooked.  You are expected to haggle for all goods in the market, with the greatest discounts at the various carpet shops. If you want, they will courier the rugs home to you. The centre point of the old city (medina quarter) is the market square called Djemaa el Fna. This translates in Arabic as the very cheery ‘assembly of the dead’. But this name is a paradox. The square is very much alive with storytellers, snake charmers, pick pockets, orange juice and general food stalls. Having a photo taken with either a snake charmer or a monkey means giving them a tip and if you do not tip enough they will tell you so. Hold your ground and do not be tempted to give them too much. When the sun goes down the snake charmers and the monkey handlers go home and the square turns into a massive food hall. Unfortunately I did not have time to taste what was on offer as I had been booked into a restaurant called Le Tanjia, an Oriental/Moroccan roof top restaurant with views towards the city. I recommend you ask the manager to bring you a selection of food to taste the full range of delicacies. There was time for some more golf the next day at the Al Maaden Golf Resort course designed by Kyle Phillips. Another first rate course that again caters for all levels. And talking of catering, dinner that evening was in a boutique hotel called Les Cinq Djellabes where I tried the local specialty, lamb tagine, cooked in a special pot for over eight hours. Superb – and that just about sums up the whole trip! Factfile - The best time to visit Morroco is from September to late June. Royal Air Maroc flights to Marrakech are from £150 return (www.royalairmaroc.co.uk). Palmeraie Golf Palace & Resort rates are from £95 per night (www.palmeraiemarrakech.com). Golfing at Al Maaden Golf Resorts and Palmeraie Golf Palace & Resort is £41 per round excluding the hire of buggies and caddies, visit (www.almaaden.com).
· ROMANIA - Team of archaeologists investigates fortification at Cornesti - Financiarul
An international research team, which includes archaeologists from the Museum of Banat History in Timisoara (western Romania), will reopen an archaeological site in Cornesti village, where, more than two years ago, a fortification dating from the Bronze Age was discovered using satellite remote sensing. „This is a project which involves several experts from Germany and Great Britain. The area was scanned using geomagnetic scanning. We are trying to determine exactly what the wooden millennia-old structures and the housing within the fortification look like,” historian Dan Leopold Ciobotaru, manager of the Timisoara-based Museum of Banat History, told. The archaeological site at Cornesti, opened in 2007, is becoming a real school of archaeology for students of history, especially because it will remain open for research for the next 15-20 years. The settlement at Cornesti is the biggest fortification dating from the Bronze Age in Europe, covering an area of 1,800 hectares. There are four rings, of which the last is to be investigated to determine accurately whether it is part of the fortification or not. Carbon dating has revealed that this complex dates back to the second millennium before Christ, according to Ciobotaru.
· ROMANIA - President Basescu: I have some concerns related to Romania’s joining the Schengen Space - Financiarul
Romanian President Traian Basescu on Tuesday voiced concern related to Romania’s joining the Schengen Space in March next year, as scheduled, also saying that a delay could be avoided through adoption by Parliament in an extraordinary session of certain laws. He mentioned in this respect the ANI law (the National Agency for Integrity), the law to modify the CCR and the bill on the small justice reform. „Romania pledged to create a National Agency for Integrity which to have as major objective tracking of dignitaries’ wealth and the transparency of their interests. I am not a judge with the Constitutional Court to comment on the decision of unconstitutionality. All I can do is to make general observations. But, if we have a constitution not allowing transparency when it comes of interests and wealth of dignitaries, then it means we have a problem with this constitution and the process of reviewing and modernizing it must begin at once [...] The best thing we could do is to write a new law for I do not want to create the opportunity for anybody to make connections between the manner in which we operated under the Mechanism for Cooperation and Verification (MCV) and the Schengen area accession process,” Basescu said. The President also added that, from his viewpoint, if the Parliament would accept to convene the extraordinary session to pass the ANI law, a law modifying the CCR and the small justice reform bill, „Romania could be protected from the risks of having problems related to the functioning of justice when time comes to enter the Schengen Space. „I wanted to inform you that I have some concerns about the future approaches related to political considerations, I have concerns related to the entry in the Schengen area,’ said the head of state in a press conference delivered at the Presidential Palace. He also mentioned that there already took place seven inspections on the Schengen area accession and that in November there follows the last inspection to focus on airports. „Basically, all reports on the achievement of obligations related to Romania joining the Schengen Space in March 2011 were positive and we hope that the last report would be so too. I hope that the two conveyor belts from Timisoara to be fitted, and I hope that the Minister of Transport completes works at the Otopeni airport, so that in November we have completed all our obligations under Romania’s Schengen Space accession process,” said Basescu. The Romanian head of state also voiced confidence that the Romanian politicians, the Government and the Parliament will understand the situation and „will not jeopardize the objective of entry into the Schengen Space.” „We deserve to enter the Schengen space [...] for we met the conditions. We spent a lot of money, efforts, and we met the objectives so that it would be a pity not to exploit this chance we have to access the Schengen area,” said Basescu.
· RUSSIA - Parasailing donkey stunt condemned - Independent.ie
Animal campaigners have attacked a publicity stunt in which a donkey was dragged into the air on a parachute. The animal reportedly brayed in fear as it was pulled along by a boat to promote a private beach on the Sea of Azov in southern Russia. British-based charity The Brooke, whose president is the Duchess of Cornwall, said: "There was clearly no thought for this animal's welfare before they strapped it into a parachute, sending it catapulting into the sky. "This animal would have been extremely distressed, suffering immeasurable fear and pain. This should never have happened." Holidaymakers who saw the incident said children were crying in distress. One said: "The donkey landed in an atrocious manner: it was dragged several metres along the water, after which the animal was pulled out half-alive on to the shore." The Brooke said: "We urge tourists through our Responsible Tourism for Animals campaign to act and report to the relevant authorities if they see any animal in distress."
· SCOTLAND - Glasgow Hilton Hotel sickness caused by norovirus - BBC News
An outbreak of vomiting and diarrhoea at the Hilton Hotel in Glasgow was caused by the norovirus bug, health officials have confirmed. NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (GGC) said a total of 83 people had shown symptoms since last Wednesday - 63 guests and 20 members of staff. Two more people have shown symptoms in the last 24 hours but there are no longer symptomatic cases in the hotel.  Noroviruses are the most common cause of stomach bugs in the UK. Dr Anne Scoular, NHS GGC public health consultant and chair of the outbreak control team, said: "Laboratory tests have now confirmed that this is a norovirus outbreak. "We will continue to monitor the situation very closely but are seeing the number of cases decrease rapidly which is the norm with an outbreak of this type. "Our advice to guests and staff in the hotel is to continue to follow strict hygiene rules including regular hand washing."
· SERBIA - Archeologists found sculpture of Diana, Goddess of hunt - Blic Online
At the site of the ‘Felix Romuliana’, an imperial palace near the Town of Zajecar, German experts of the Archeology Institute in Frankfurt, together with the colleagues of the Archeology Institute in Belgrade have discovered a sensational sculpture, unique in this area of the Balkans. This marble statue originates from the first half of the third century. As ‘Blic’ learns unofficially, it is most likely a sculpture of Diana, the Goddess of the hunt. At the National Museum in Zajecar we were told that this discovery has been the most significant one since finding of archvault in 1984 with the inscription ‘Felix Romuliana’ and a head of Galerius in 1993. It is supposed that the sculpture symbolizes victory by Rome over barberians. Unfortunately a fragment of the sculpture (a horse and a rider) is missing. The rider is believed to be Diana. Experts claim that this discovery is absolutely precious for studying of the ‘Romuliana’, but for the world culture as well. Huge interest of experts from all over the world is expected. The German archeologists using geomagnetic and geophysics method of search outside the imperial palace have discovered about fifty objects. Recently a new three-year agreement on cooperation has been signed with the Institute in Frankfurt. The ‘Felix Romuliana’ contains numerous floor mosaics and remains of monumental temples and buildings. The Portrait of Emperor Galerius, heads of Hercules and Jupiter, mosaic presentations of Dionis, Labyrinth and Venator are the very best of the Roman art of that time. 
· SPAIN - Air strikes to bring summer of disruption to Spain - Telegraph
Almost half of those controllers scheduled to report for work on Monday at Barcelona's El Prat airport called in sick, a move that caused widespread delays to airports on the east coast of Spain and the Balearics.  This followed several days of similar action leading to serious delays and numerous cancellations on one of the busiest weekends of the summer season Delays were expected to continue indefinitely on flights to Catalonia, the holiday islands of Majorca and Ibiza, and the airports of Valencia and Alicante which service the Costa Blanca. A small number of flights were cancelled but delays averaged half an hour. Spain's air traffic controllers are locked in a long-running dispute with the Ministry of Transport and Public Works over pay and working conditions. Minister Jose Blanco blamed the latest absenteeism on an "orchestrated campaign" and called for a full investigation into the fact that so many air traffic controllers had "fallen ill overnight". The Syndicated Union of Air Traffic Controllers has denied that an "undercover strike" had been ordered but warned of a "complicated" summer if Spain's airport authority, the AENA, insisted on implementing "abusive timetables and rotas to save money." In February the Spanish government put an end to what it described as the "incomprehensible privileges" of air traffic controllers, including their high rates of pay and benefits. The move followed outrage across Spain after the public disclosure that some controllers were earning up to a million euros (£800,000) after adding overtime pay to their basic salary of £175,000. At the beginning of July, the air traffic controllers union and the AENA resumed negotiations over a collective agreement. 
· SPAIN - NH Hotels' The Hotel Hesperia Tower Receives Travelzoo Award for Best Hotel Offer in Spain - 24-7 Pressrelease
NH Hotels' The Hotel Hesperia Tower in Barcelona has received the award for the best hotel offer in 2009. These awards are given to the European tourist companies that gave the best offers over the last 12 months. The awards were give in the One Marylebone in London and brought together more than 300 executives from the top European companies in the industry. This is the first time the Tzoos have been awarded in Europe, although these prizes have been awarded in the United States since 2007. This year, the "American Tzoos" will be awarded in November. The Executive Vice President of Travelzoo Europe, Chris Loughlin, highlighted when awarding the prizes that Travelzoo is proud to support the top-quality agreements developed by the prize-winning companies. For his part, the General Manager of the Hotel Hesperia Tower pointed out that this award is an acknowledgment of all the work that has been done from the hotel in order to give its guests the best service at highly competitive prices. The Hotel Hesperia Tower is a five-star hotel in Barcelona with 280 luxury rooms stands right in the very centre of the new financial district of the metropolitan area of Barcelona. Designed for both leisure and business stays, it has an executive floor, Tower Club, which meets all its guests' needs; and offers the very best in cuisine. Its two restaurants, EVO and Bouquet, run by the Chef Santi Santamaria, who has 7 Michelin stars, offers a highly differentiated cuisine: the spectacular gastronomic restaurant EVO in the glass dome on top of the Hotel and the restaurant Bouquet, offering traditional, uncomplicated meals for day-to-day needs. The proposal offered by the Hotel Hesperia Tower in Barcelona in summer last year, which received the award, consisted of stays in superior rooms on the 15th floor with scenic views of the city, breakfast every day for two, access to the Beach Club organised by the hotel on the Gava Mar beaches and a shuttle service to Barcelona city centre for sightseeing. The award-winning proposal, and other offers made during the year are a sign that the hotel is constantly seeking to keep its guest happy by offering services and excellence that cannot be offered by other hotels. Travelzoo has been operating in Europe since 2005 and reaches more than 4 million travellers in France, Germany, Spain and the United Kingdom
· SWEDEN - Stockholm's five best bathing spots - The Local
Summertime is here and Stockholm has been experiencing some record high temperatures. But there is no need to leave the the big smoke to beat the heat - the city is teaming with hot places to take a cool dip, whatever your style might be. Emy Gelb has been checking them out. 1. The classic city swimming spot is Långholmen, a tiny island located just off of Sodermalm. The island, which is also home to an old converted jail, is a go-to spot for balmy summer days. The island features a family friendly sand beach, with stunning views of the Västerbron bridge and Kungsholmen. Ice cream and showers add to the allure of the easily accessible escape, and the packed island draws a diverse, all ages crowd. If a busy scene isn’t your thing, take a walk towards the end of the island and explore the quiet cliffs, peaceful parks, and calm coves that are much more private and relaxed. Långholmen offers something for everyone, and is the perfect place for an afternoon dip after work. T-Bana: Hornstull. 2. Another popular spot for families is Smedsuddsbadet, a large sandy beach found on the shores of Rålambshov Park, in Mariaberg. It’s also easily accessible, just under Västerbron bridge on the Kungsholmen side. T-Bana: Fridhemsplan. 3. There is also an abundance of smaller docks around the city that draw a younger, hip crowd. One spot that is particularly cool is Reimersholme, another island right off of Södermalm. Tattooed teenagers and trendy twenty-somethings take advantage of the island’s green space for sunbathing and the several docks for diving into busy canals. It is a spectacular spot, with views of Liljeholmen and Söder. Boats and people pass by often; and unlike the peaceful beach at Långholmen, Reimersholme truly feels like swimming in the middle of the city. T-Bana: Hornstull. 4. Another great spot for young people looking not only to swim, but to also scope out a hot scene, are the cliffs of Fredhäll in Kristineberg. The Metro paper ranked this spot the best place to mingle, it a flirt friendly and fun atmosphere. The lack of a sandy beach keep most families with younger kids away; there are only high cliffs to dive from, so make sure that you are a good swimmer if you go here. T-Bana: Kristineberg. 5. For those looking for an adventure of another sort, take the bus out towards Drottningholm, get off before the palace on the island of Kärsön, and walk across the golden fields into the nature reserve where private cliffs and coves await you. This spot is off the beaten path and recommended for those wanting something out of the ordinary; beware though, there is a rumored nudist colony hidden out there as well.
· TURKEY - Calls for peace mount as violence continues in Turkey - Hurriyet Daily News and Economic Review
As terror attacks kill seven more soldiers in Turkey’s southeast, large groups of civil-society organizations and artists gather at opposite ends of the country Tuesday to issue calls for peace, the “one path left untried.” “Fingers should be mutually removed from triggers,” representatives of nearly 650 organizations from 20 provinces in eastern and southeastern Turkey said in a statement that called on the Turkish Armed Forces to cease further operations and the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, to end its terrorist actions. “The security concept that has been frequently employed and did not bear a solution” will not work this time either, the statement argued, adding that a democratic, civil Constitution is required to solve the Kurdish question instead of a private army.

In Istanbul, a group of actors, musicians, intellectuals and labor-union leaders came together under the slogan “There is one path left untried: peace” and released a similar statement that will be opened for signatures nationwide. “We must employ our powers to solve the problem together to make both Turkish and Kurdish societies happy, to become free not by destroying, but by letting live, not by being separated but by becoming united,” the statement said. No more calls for peace will be made after this one if the groups are ignored, because this is the time to take action, said Diyarbakır Chamber of Physicians President Şemsettin Koç, who read the statement signed by 649 nongovernmental organizations, professional chambers, bar associations, labor unions and other groups representing civil society. Koç said protesters plan to camp out in front of the president’s residence and other governmental buildings in Ankara to make their voices heard. Six deaths in Hakkari Early Tuesday, alleged members of the outlawed PKK attacked a military unit near Kavuşak village in the southeastern province of Hakkari, killing six soldiers and wounding nine. Another soldier was killed in Van province later the same day. “Unfortunately, our people have died this morning also,” said Koç, referring to the PKK attack in Hakkari and adding that the group of eastern and southeastern organizations is against all deaths and want them to stop. The PKK is listed as a terrorist organization by Turkey, the United States and the European Union. Journalist Aydın Çubukçu of the Istanbul group said the statement was not an ordinary call for peace but a “scream,” adding that Turkey is already becoming divided in terms of politics, culture and psychology, and arguing that efforts should be targeted at figuring out how to reunite the country. “We are living in a heavily wounded country. Continuing to secure the political borders of a country means nothing when [its] people become enemies of each other,” Çubukçu said. Both groups’ statements called for arrested Kurdish politicians and minors who have been detained under the scope of anti-terror laws to be released. In answering journalists’ questions about the Diyarbakır group’s statement, Koç said no parties should be alienated from the unbiased dialogue process the organizations demand, including Abdullah Öcalan, the convicted leader of the PKK. According to CNNTürk, whether or not to mention Öcalan caused debate among the groups signing the statement, which did not use the imprisoned PKK chief’s name. ‘The last stop before hell’ Public opinion is on the side of peace, but too divided to put pressure on the political actors that are “watching the deaths with dead eyes,” said Professor Gencay Gürsoy, a signer of the Istanbul statement. “It is like we are approaching the last stop before hell,” the professor said, criticizing both the government for putting the idea of a private army on the agenda and the main opposition for degrading the solution to measures such as strengthening the state-owned Meat and Fish Institute in the Southeast. Another academic signatory, Professor Mehmet Bekaroğlu, said he was afraid for the future and just wanted everyone to live in Turkey as equal citizens. “I was born in these lands, so were my father and grandfather, but I am worried for my children,” Bekaroğlu said, adding that he had just moved to a new neighborhood, and when he visited the headman, he was told how good the area was because it had a small Kurdish population. “Every problem comes forward with its means for solution,” the Istanbul statement read, adding that a solution is possible if “the bang of powder and clank of iron is silenced and people are allowed to talk peace.” The group demanded an end to the pressure on democratically elected Kurdish politicians and called for a general pardon of PKK members in the name of peace, asking everyone who has been “hurt, worried, afraid and in mourning” due to the “devastating war atmosphere” to join the campaign. Turkish Human Rights Foundation President Şebnem Korur Fincancı, who read the statement, said it was a call to all parties that demand peace to come together. Most of the speakers at the press conference mentioned the importance of such peace calls being shared with the masses and not left limited to small groups, as is usually the case

· TURKEY - Turkey's Manavgat to host first yachting industrial zone - Hurriyet Daily News and Economic Review
Already proud of being one of Turkey’s capital for tourism, the southern province of Antalya and its environs are now looking to make the area a world leader in other economic sectors. Following Antalya’s success in yacht production and maintenance, the province’s district of Manavgat is also hoping to make a name for itself in the sector. Manavgat is well placed to host a specialized yacht production center with its seaside location, sound infrastructure and sufficient equity capital, both from its own resources and from the surrounding districts. The district further has a marine high school with two specialty areas: yacht production and captainship-yacht management. After experiencing six years of difficulties in attempting to land an organized industrial zone solely reserved for yacht production and maintenance, Manavgat has recently taken important concrete steps to construct such facilities. A committee including governmental and regional authorities came together last week to discuss the feasibility of the project. After being approved by the Antalya Governorship and the Undersecretariat of Maritime Affairs, the project has now been sent to the Industry Ministry for approval. The facilities, meanwhile, should be completed within two years. Speaking to the Hürriyet Daily News & Economic Review, Dr. Şükrü Vural, chairman of the Manavgat Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said that despite the high potential of the region, there are only eight plants engaged in small-scale yacht maintenance in Manavgat. According to the new shore and environment regulation, these plants, however, must soon be removed. “The yachting firms in Antalya’s organized industrial zone are working at full capacity. We need to extend this capacity into nearby districts, and Manavgat is among the most favorable ones,” Vural said. With planned construction on an area of 500,000 square meters, the Manavgat yachting industrial zone will only specialize in yacht production and maintenance unlike other industrial zones in Turkey, while also benefiting from all the advantages given to such zones. Contribution to the economy  Noting that regional and governmental organizations have been supporting this project, Ramazan Taş, head of the Manavgat Yacht Production Association, said 30 firms from Antalya and Istanbul have already taken part in the project, which can accommodate up to 50 production and maintenance plants. Highlighting that a project that only includes yachting firms will be a first in Turkey, Taş said the only other examples were in Italy and France. The project will inject $30 million into the national economy and will employ between 7,000 and 8,000 people at both the technical and management levels. Noting the increased employment that will be created by the project, Vural said there would be opportunities for the students at Manavgat Maritime High School, who will easily find jobs with their technical training and hands-on experiences in the industrial zone. Agreeing with Vural, Ahmet Erol, head of the Antalya Chamber of Sea Trade, further said the Manavgat Yachting Industrial Zone would be a sector leader in the eastern Mediterranean region, as well as the area surrounding the Caspian Sea. “With a capacity of 500 yachts, the project will definitely take Turkey’s yachting sector to the top level in a few years,” said Erol. According to data obtained from the local authorities, the project was delayed for some time because a 1 million-Turkish-Lira payment must first be made for the site of the proposed project. Although they have not yet paid the required amount , Taş said the project was not delayed, adding that they were waiting for approval from the Industry Ministry before proceeding. Others, meanwhile, said the project was delayed for six years because area hoteliers wanted the 500,000-square-meter site for hotel construction. Both Vural and Taş, however, said this claim was not true, adding that they were working in coordination with the authorities and tourism authorities, who are well aware that the publicity the region receives because of its famous yacht production would also benefit the tourism sector.
· TURKEY - Süleyman’s magnificent coins set for Turkish book - Hurriyet Daily News and Economic Review
A new volume from an educational foundation’s project illustrating the “History Of Ottoman Coins” is set for release next year and will cover the period of Süleyman the Magnificent, who struck the majority of Ottoman coins. While the first volume from the Nilüfer Damalı Education Foundation covers the coins of the first nine sultans who ruled the Ottoman State, the second volume is allocated to the coins struck during the reign (1520-1566) of Süleyman the Magnificent. Approximately 700 gold and silver coins were issued The Ottoman Empire’s expansion during the sultan’s reign gave rise to a wider range of coin variety used in daily economic life. Throughout the era, around 700 different coins, of which the 32 were golden, were issued in a total of 63 separate cities. In addition to the traditional Ottoman State silver akçes, large-sized dirhams, coins five or six times larger than the usual akçes, were also struck in the empire during Süleyman’s reign. The project hoped to cover all Ottoman coins in eight volumes with attempts to create an inventory and classify Ottoman coins. This literary work, shaped by Atom Damalı’s intensive research, is expected to be completed by the end of 2011.
· TURKEY - Turgutreis festival captivates international audience - Today's Zaman
This year’s D-Marin Turgutreis International Classical Music Festival grand opening night brought together music lovers from near and afar.  On Monday July 19, the British Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, under Grzegorz Nowak, and world-renowned Turkish pianist İdil Biret took to the stage. Held in Turgutreis’s D-Marin for the sixth time running, this year’s overarching artistic theme is “Romanticism in Music.” Four pieces in total -- composed by Robert Schumann and Frederic Chopin as well as Samuel Barber and Nevit Kodallı -- were performed on the occasion of the opening gala. The event’s art director, Yücel Canyaran, stated that during the Romantic Period: “Works reflecting man’s inner world assumed an intensely emotional nature with romanticism. Works of grandeur were composed using this kind of music. Orchestras became enriched and diversified.” While Tuesday will have seen a performance by the Borusan Quartet as well as a night concert by Fazıl Say & Guests, the festival continues until July 23 and gives music lovers a chance to attend Thursday’s as well as Friday’s concerts, including Çağnur Gürsan (soprano), a Mediterranean night, a sunset concert honoring Leyla Gencer and the closing event, “Opera Night,” featuring bass baritone Burak Bilgili together with the Adana Çukurova State Symphony Orchestra. The festival has become a welcome fixture on an ever-increasing cultural agenda in this part of the country. It merits to be classified as a large-scale public event, not only bringing together classical music aficionados of all ages but also portraying Turgutreis and nearby Bodrum in a more diversified, yet very positive, light. If put into a wider context three issues are of particular relevance: First, one should take into consideration that music has enormous potential to build intercultural bridges -- by definition it should not know any boundaries. In a world where conflict and polarization all too often dominate headlines and breaking news, composers and artists alike bring excitement and joy to all ages and to people from all walks of life. Besides, listening to performances by world-class artists often lays a foundation in the younger generation to more actively develop a lasting interest into music, too. Second, events like this need logistics -- and a fair amount of sponsoring -- and Doğuş Group, the group of companies behind both the D-Marin and the festival, is an excellent example of how to successfully implement a strategy that interprets business not simply as looking at how to increase one’s profit margin but in the sense that entrepreneurial activity has to be integrated in its environment. What better way for a marina than to open its doors to members of the non-boat-owning community, too, than by playing host to international cultural events? Third, Turkey’s tourism industry will benefit from further diversification. When Today’s Zaman spoke with Zafer Kutluğ, D-Marin Turgutreis’s marina manager, he underlined the relevance of the business concept behind D-Marin and noted that since its opening in 2003 the entire area has transformed itself by becoming a more up-market destination, including the opening of a number of five-star hotel facilities. Kutluğ explained that due to the opening of D-Marin Turgutreis more than 300 employment opportunities -- both direct and indirect -- were created subsequently filled by local applicants. Yacht and marina tourism has thus become a key factor in the abovementioned need for constantly upgrading locations and making certain that not only repeat guests but also additional incoming visitors decide to visit Turkey. With reference to the stage set-up, perfect acoustics and the artistic lineup itself, this year’s 6th Turgutreis International Classical Music Festival can indeed be described as a “quality assured” undertaking. The town of Turgutreis is easily accessible by both public and private transport whilst details about this year’s remaining events can be obtained by going to www.dmarinfestival.com 
· TURKEY - Küre Mountains National Park to be named a PAN Park - Today's Zaman
Küre Mountains National Park, located in Turkey’s Kastamonu and Bartın provinces, is on track to be named a Protected Area Network Park (PAN Park) in 2013 as part of a World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) project to protect Europe’s wilderness area, officials announced. İsmail Menteş, the manager of the Kastamonu Provincial Department of Environment and Forestry’s national parks, said work in the Küre Mountains started in 1995 and that it was declared a national park in 2000. Speaking to the Anatolia news agency on Tuesday, Menteş noted that they are committed to completing all necessary steps for the Küre Mountains to be named a PAN Park. “There are 11 PAN Parks in Europe. Küre Mountains National Park is Turkey’s only candidate for the title. We believe Küre Mountains National Park will become a center of attraction in Turkey after it receives the title of PAN Park,” Menteş said. Menteş also noted that the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, the WWF and the Küre Mountains Eco-tourism Association (KED) have been working cooperatively on improving the park. “A great number of people have been working to bring tourism to Küre Mountains National Park. An old mansion, Paşa Konağı, on site was restored by the WWF. Another mansion, Yanikali Konağı, was transformed into an education center. In addition, there will be guides for visitors coming to Küre Mountains National Park,” Menteş pointed out, emphasizing the exquisite natural beauty of the park, which has valleys, caves, canyons and waterfalls. 

· UK - New playhouse planned for Shakespeare theater site - Hurriyet Daily News and Economic Review
In the middle of London, a plot of earth is dug across with trenches and studded with old bricks. If the world of theater has ever had hallowed ground, this is it. This is the site of London's first long-standing theater, where William Shakespeare's plays were performed and where the Bard himself once trod the boards. Archaeologists who have been digging here since 2008 have uncovered a section of outer wall and floor surface from the building, completed in 1576 and known simply as The Theatre – whose timbers were later used to build The Globe theater. Now a London drama troupe plans to erect a new building on the site, bringing live performances back to the spot where Elizabethan drama flourished more than 400 years ago. Last week actor Paul McGann stood amid the dirt and bricks and recited the prologue to "Romeo and Juliet," a play historians believe had its premiere on this site and in which Shakespeare may have taken a small acting role. "It's possible the prologue was spoken by Shakespeare himself," McGann said. "I hope so. I want to channel him." For theater fans and especially for actors this spot is special. Shakespeare's influence on English culture is incalculable, but relatively few physical links to him remain. Tourists can visit his birth and burial places in the town of Stratford-upon-Avon. In London, there's a reconstruction of the Globe playhouse, where he worked, near its original site south of the River Thames. Nearby, remains of The Rose, another Elizabethan venue have been found. Nowhere else but at The Theater, however, can actors stand exactly where their Elizabethan predecessors once stood. "Extraordinary," said actor Susannah Harker, who performed parts of "A Midsummer Night's Dream" alongside McGann at the site. "To some people it might look like a bit of old brick, but to me it stimulates the actor's imagination." Discovered a few years ago The remains of The Theatre were discovered underneath a Victorian warehouse, which unlike many similar buildings had no basement. That meant the layers below had been preserved. The Tower Theatre Company, an 80-year-old amateur troupe that has been searching for a permanent home, bought the site a few years ago and asked Museum of London archaeologists to have a look. "We thought we'd better find out whether there was anything under there that would stop us building," said Penny Tuerk, chair of the troupe's trustees. "And they came back and said, 'Actually, we've found a bit of Tudor brickwork.' We got tremendously excited at that point." The bricks were the remains of a curved wall, indicating a polygonal building, a common style for Elizabethan theaters. Beside that was a patch of hard-pressed gravel, part of the area where the "groundlings" - theatergoers holding cheap standing-room-only tickets - crowded together to watch plays. Even older remains have been found, identified as part of a brewery from a medieval priory that once stood on the site. The archaeologists believe it was still functioning in Elizabethan times, serving beer to thirsty theatergoers. They have also dug up drinking vessels and pottery shards, including a piece of 16th-century jug decorated with the face of an Elizabethan gentleman, distinctive in his ruff and pointy beard. The site lies behind white boards on a side street in Shoreditch, a scruffy area of bars and clubs east of London's business district. In Elizabethan times it lay outside the city walls - free from regulation by city leaders hostile to theaters and other disreputable entertainments. "It was called the suburb of sin," said Museum of London archaeologist Heather Knight. "It has always been the area of entertainment and fun." First successful playhouse The Theater was London's first successful playhouse - previously, plays had been staged in inn yards and other makeshift spaces. There is evidence that an earlier venue, The Red Lion, was built outside the city in the 1560s but lasted only a few months. It is thought plays including "Romeo and Juliet" and "The Merchant of Venice" – as well as works by Christopher Marlowe and Thomas Kyd – were performed at The Theatre, which served as a base for Shakespeare's troupe, the Chamberlain's Men. But by 1598, a dispute with the site's landlord threatened to leave the company homeless. Shakespeare and his colleagues took drastic action: over the Christmas holiday, while the landlord was away, they dismantled the building and hauled its stout oak beams into storage. In the spring, the timbers were ferried across the river and used to build a new theater, the Globe. The archaeologists say they should finish their excavations next month, after which Tower Theatre hopes to begin erecting a new theater on the site. The company has planning permission, a design and 4 million pounds ($6 million). It is campaigning to raise 3 million pounds more – backed by celebrity thespians including Ian McKellen and Michael Gambon – and hopes to start construction in 2012. The remains of the original theater will be displayed under glass as part of the new building, but the structure will be thoroughly modern."We're not trying to recreate the 16th-century theater," said Tuerk. "We're trying to recreate the spirit of the 16th-century theater

· UK - Find the pot of gold in our national parks - The Times
Their rich and varied, rugged and vibrant landscapes have inspired artists, musicians, writers and thinkers over the centuries, attracted pioneering tourists and today are top of the list of holiday destinations for many. Long before the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act came into being 61 years ago, William Wordsworth was extolling the beauty of the Lake District, Samuel Coleridge was gaining romantic insights on Exmoor and Capability Brown was adapting the shapes of the Peak District into designs for rolling parkland. In more recent times, Cerys Matthews, former lead singer with Catatonia and now a successful solo artist, Gwyn Thomas, the Welsh poet, and Sir Patrick Geddes, the pioneering Scottish thinker and urban planner, have taken inspiration from the Pembrokeshire coast, Snowdonia and Cairngorms national parks. Their work is being celebrated during National Parks Week, which starts on Monday, and you can see what inspired them by joining in events in all 15 parks or by just savouring the beauty of these vast and protected stretches of the countryside. There are plenty of places, from unusual campsites to luxury hotels, even though the week coincides with the start of the school holidays. Even on Dartmoor, the choice is wide. On the western edge of the moor is Woodovis Park, a peaceful campsite with an indoor pool and spa, where a summer break in a new wooden camping pod costs from £12.50 a person a night. A fully equipped two-bedroom holiday home, capable of sleeping up to six, is from £506 a week. Helpful Holidays has a dozen cottages available on Dartmoor for a week from Saturday, including a former 18th-century mill worker’s cottage at Buckfastleigh that sleeps four and costs £605 for a week. A converted stone barn, also for four, in the heart of the moor, three miles from Postbridge, is £705 for the week. Dogs and even a horse are welcome because stabling can be arranged. Freelands, a Grade II listed thatched cottage in the moorland village of Manaton, is available with Toad Hall Cottages. It sleeps four and has been reduced to £530 a week. Events on the moor include mystery and prehistory walks to stone circles, menhirs and Iron Age forts and a tour of Widecombe-in-the-Moor — famous for its annual fair — with Tony Beard, the Widecombe Wag, on July 28. One of the highlights is Hands on Heritage, with activities, quizzes and demonstrations in Princetown on August 1. Time traveller events and family activities at the re-created Iron Age fort village of Castell Henllys and a medieval fair from July 26 to 30 at Carew Castle are top attractions in Pembrokeshire, while art workshops at Betws-y-Coed are among events in Snowdonia. Coastal Cottages of Pembrokeshire has a pretty 18th-century detached cottage for four called Cwmllan, near the hamlet of Pontfaen and a short drive from Castell Henllys, available for a week from Saturday for £635. In Snowdonia, a renovated 19th-century church in Capel Curig and Graig Wen, a converted slate-cutting mill, with views of Mawddach Estuary and the mountains, are both delightful B&Bs with prices from £35 a night. The North York Moors National Park centre at Danby will live up to next week’s “inspiring places” theme with opportunities to meet the poets, authors, singers and artists who have made the park their home. Yorkshire Cottages has properties on either side of the park: a fisherman’s cottage with a double bed and two bunk beds in the little port of Staithes is reduced to £370 a week from Saturday and a cottage for six in Great Ayton, associated with Captain Cook and beneath the distinctive hill, Roseberry Topping, is £490 a week from Friday. At Forest Holidays’ sites in Cropton and Keldy, discounts are available on glass-fronted timber cabins for four to six guests from Friday and three-night breaks from July 30 start from £445 in a cabin for four with an outdoor hot tub. In Britain’s newest national park, the South Downs, attractions include a medieval encampment at Arundel Castle from July 27 to August 1 and the Celtic festival of Lughnasa at Butser Ancient Farm, south of Petersfield. On the River Arun near the castle, Billycan Camping has ethnic bell tents available for four nights from July 26 for £81 a person, based on four sharing and including a breakfast hamper. A two-night B&B break from July 27 in Stane House, near Pulborough and Bignor Roman Villa, is £75 and Woodacre near Fontwell from July 28, £60. 
· UK - Why we do like to be beside the seaside - The Independent
According to Elborough, it was George Prince of Wales – later Prince Regent – who changed the nature of the seaside resort from a destination of heath and physical recovery to a territory of fleshy delights, a workers' playground, an arena of funfairs, brass bands, entertainments and coarse humour. George's vacations with his uncle and aunt, the Duke and Duchess of Cumberland, led him to associate Brighton with unfettered fun. The involvement of other ducal relatives with dubious marriages, and George's own love of ad hoc seductions, meant that he loved Brighton as a place of escape and licence. He installed his mistress, Mrs Fitzherbert, there; he commissioned the neoclassical Marine Pavilion and the crazy, bulbous, St-Basil's-Cathedral-meets-the-Mughal-Emperors folly of the Brighton Pavilion. And with the Regent came a less classy, more dissolute, demimondaine crowd of would-be courtiers, Hellfire Clubbers, raffish swells and flashy bucks, all drinking, gambling, whoring and indulging the Regent's love for dancing and target-shooting with airguns. Elborough ingeniously suggests that the working-class amusements which became commonplace on the Victorian seaside – shooting galleries, horsey carousels and fruit machines – are simply debased caricatures of the upper classes' fondness for shooting, hunting and gambling. But everything about the seaside became emblematic of levity or vulgarity. The sea was not employed for actually getting anywhere, by boat or by some marathon feat of swimming, it was merely for paddling in, floating on or mucking about in with one's shrieking lady friends. The beach itself was exploited for its fun potential. Rather than be left as a track for the sea to ebb and flow upon, its malleable sand was dug up with spades, shaped in buckets, patted and flattened by childish hands, and remade as rudimentary castles (to mimic the gentry?). Sunhats intended to protect the wearer from harmful rays were sold festooned with brazen invitations to Kiss Me Quick and Squeeze Me Slow. Energy-giving snacks were offered in the form of pure, spun-sugar pink "floss" or as spearmint-flavoured pink batons with the name of the seaside resort emblazoned through their length. Postcards to send to friends and family members featured bad-taste comic scenes involving fat ladies, spindly men, tarty girls, embarrassed vicars and brazen innuendo. Those wishing to sit or doze on the beach were given deck-chairs as though they were toffs (hark at me!) taking it easy on an ocean-going liner. Energetic types could climb the endless stairs of the helter-skelter to come whizzing down on hessian rugs, like a duchess speedily negotiating a spiral staircase. Children were led along the beach on a donkey, a simulacrum of giving a posh young equestrian his or her first leading-rein experience on the family pony. Or they were entertained en masse by a subversive puppet drama in a red-striped vertical tent, involving a hook-nosed hunchback who abuses his wife and baby, outsmarts the police and finally triumphs over the Devil. Mr Punch started life in the medieval Commedia dell'Arte as a "lord of misrule," and that was the prevailing spirit of the British seaside in its heyday. What began in Scarborough, and flourished spectacularly on the south coast (Brighton, Bognor, Hastings, Worthing) began to flourish to the west (Bournemouth) and the north (Blackpool) whither ever-larger numbers of workers, liberated by the railways, poured for their brief summer holidays. Blackpool's heyday was the second half of the 19th century, when the three piers and the famous Tower were built, and the beaches became the playground of Lancashire's newly industrialised labour force. In 1938, seven million people reputedly visited Blackpool: that's just under a sixth of the population of England. Bournemouth established its Pleasure Gardens in the 1860s, the Winter Gardens in 1875 and, in the 20 years after the arrival of the railway, the town's population increased from 17,000 to 60,000. Of course, we know what happened. In 1950, when the country's workforce was entitled, by law, to holidays with pay, everyone headed for the seaside. But after the 1960s, attitudes to leisure, status and holidays changed, cheap package holidays to France and Spain began to eclipse the traditional fortnight in Margate and Southend. The seaside suddenly seemed terminally naff, grotty and old-fashioned. The holiday-going classes turned up their noses at home-grown resorts and flew off to Tenerife and Torremolinos. After 1970, many seaside towns became places of pathos and melancholy, their beaches depopulated, their funfairs redundant and their thousands of hotel rooms converted into retirement flats, nursing homes or shopping malls. Despite their tackiness, some still attracted die-hard visitors who couldn't afford (or simply didn't fancy) Mykonos or Florida, but the attraction was sometimes hard to fathom. Bill Bryson visited Blackpool in 1994 and wrote about the town in Notes from a Small Island. He congratulated it on its £250m-a-year tourist industry which was, he said, "no small achievement when you consider the fact that Blackpool is ugly, dirty and a long way from anywhere, the sea is an open toilet, and its attractions nearly all cheap, provincial and dire". But the 21st century has seen encouraging twinges of rebirth. News arrives every month of once-deadbeat seaside towns becoming rejuvenated: art galleries in St Ives and Eastbourne, arts festivals in Folkestone, designer cafés in Deal and Littlehampton. Across the south coast, from Hastings to Weymouth, former resort towns are busy rebranding themselves as modern, Euro-centric and sporty-cultural destinations rather than repositories of candy floss and Punch and Judy shows. 
· UK - Kent and East Sussex breaks: a family-friendly holiday in 1066 country - Mail Online
Rattling through green fields on a steam train approaching towering castle walls, it was easy to imagine we were Harry Potter and his pals rolling up to Hogwarts. But this was no magical mystery tour. We were perched in a carriage on the Kent and East Sussex Railway, watching vast billows of steam rushing past the windows from the locomotive chuffing along a line which has seen service for more than a century. Across the valley, the elegant grey form of Bodiam Castle had suddenly appeared through the trees - a fairytale place if ever there was one. Dating back to 1385, it’s surrounded by a large square moat and bristles with crenellated towers and slender embrasures from which bowmen would fire across the moat. Welcome to Castle Country. For Bodiam is far from the only fortress to have survived in good fettle in the delightful area where Sussex meets Kent and side by side the two counties run down to the sea. A little further to the west, you’ll find Herstmonceux, named for the Norman knight who fell for an English rose and then built a modest little place they could call home. Like Bodiam, this too - unusually for a medieval stronghold - nestles in a lush valley, and boasts wonderful sculptured gardens that run away behind its reddish walls. Here, you’ll find an Elizabethan garden, a herb garden, a wild meadow and even a pair of peacocks for good measure. This was where one of the Narnia TV adaptations was filmed, and there’s certainly something rather otherwordly about the place (though rather prosaically it is now used as an education centre for Canadian students). There’s another jolly good reason for anyone with children - or a child’s sense of curiosity - to visit Herstmonceux, and that’s the Observatory and science centre which has been created on the estate. First established in the Fifties, it features four wonderful green copper domes containing huge telescopes. If those ensure a sense of wonder, there are also more than 100 hands-on exhibits which outshine even the Science Museum - exploiting electricity, gravity and water power in a host of clever ways. While my children, who are three and six, loved clambering around the castle - especially it’s rather forbidding prison hole - they were entranced by the gadgets at the science centre for hours. A definite hit. This whole area has been branded as 1066 Country since it was, after all, the cradle of the Norman invasion. There are two main centres of interest if you want to find out more about how the Saxons were overrun and the French set about suppressing a nation.  Firstly there’s Hastings, close to Pevensey where William the Conqueror made his first landfall. It was at Hastings that he built - you guessed it - a castle, to shore up his defences. Today, it’s really just a shell with walls and a few nooks and crannies to explore. But if you want to understand how England was won - and lost - head for Battle and the site of the conflict that changed our history so completely. A delightful meandering drive through countryside studded by farms brings you to a charming village high street dominated by the austere and imposing façade of Battle Abbey. It was founded by William and is above the slope where his archers and infantry fought their way to cut down Harold’s men in a brutal day of hand-to-hand combat. Travel facts The Rock has three bedrooms and sleeps up to eight people. Prices start from £318 for a two-night stay in low season. To book, or for more information, contact Bramley & Teal visit www.bramleyandteal.co.uk For more on taking a break in South-East England, visit www.visitsoutheastengland.com
· UK - UK tourism ministry could lose half its staff - Travel Weekly
Up to half the staff at the ministry responsible for tourism face redundancy as part of austerity cuts demanded across Whitehall. Culture secretary Jeremy Hunt has submitted proposals to the Treasury to cut between one-in-three and one-in-two staff at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), according to reports. DCMS includes the office of minister for tourism John Penrose. The department is among Whitehall’s smallest, with a budget of £2.1 billion, and tourism is just one of many areas of responsibility. However, it is likely to be among the hardest hit by cuts of up to 40% demanded by the Treasury. The travel industry campaigned before the election for the tourism minister’s role to be extended to outbound travel, but Penrose’s remit remains confined to inbound and domestic tourism. Before the general election Hunt said: “Our tourism industry feels betrayed by the government’s lack of interest.”

· UK - Goldtrail website set up to help travel agents - Travel Trade Gazette
Goldtrail’s administrators have created a dedicated website to offer advice and updates to agents and customers affected by the company’s demise. Begbies Traynor has launched the site, www.goldtrail-insolvency.com , which will offer progress reports on the administration of the Turkey and Greece specialist operator that folded on Friday, July 16. The administration is being handled by Mark Fry and Jamie Taylor who are investigating the collapse of Goldtrail. They expect to report their initial findings within eight weeks.  The accountancy firm said that Goldtrail’s director Abdulkadir Aydin was assisting with their enquiries. Begbies Traynor is also acting as administrator to Goldtrail’s travel agency subsidiary, Quickstep Leisure Ltd, which went bust on Monday.

 
· UK - CAA to be given new duty to help passengers - Travel Trade Gazette
The Civil Aviation Authority will be given a primary duty to promote the interests of passengers, under government proposals published today. Transport Secretary Philip Hammond unveiled the proposals, which he said would encourage competition between airports and make them better rather than bigger. The CAA will be asked to help drive investment that focuses on passengers, such as new baggage handling equipment, and to take action against airports that underperform, as well has having new powers to investigate and take action against anti-competitive behaviour. There will also be a new system of licensing that will allow the CAA to tailor regulation to meet the requirements of individual airports rather than applying the same conditions to all airports it regulates. Hammond said: “The way our airports are regulated is in urgent need of reform. The current economic regulation legislation dates from 1986, when the aviation sector looked very different from today. "We must now put passengers at the heart of how our airports are run. We have already announced that we do not support the building of new runways at Heathrow, Gatwick or Stansted. We want to make those airports better, not bigger and that is exactly what these measures will do. "These changes will help drive passenger-focused investment in airports - such as in new baggage handling equipment or building new modern facilities - and they will also allow economic regulation to be used in a more targeted way and remove unnecessary bureaucracy." The government has scrapped plans to give a new remit to Passenger Focus to represent air passengers. It said it would explore other options for strengthening passenger representation.

· UK - Travel Daily UK Newsletter - 21st July 2010
The latest Travel Daily UK newsletter is available for download.  
· UK - Liverpool to be used as Government blueprint for tourism revolution - Liverpool Daily Post
THE coalition Government will use Liverpool as a role model for other towns and cities which want to use tourism to help regenerate themselves. Conservative tourism minister John Penrose visited the city yesterday to meet with Merseytravel and The Mersey Partnership bosses before taking a tour of leading visitor attractions. He said he intended to use Liverpool as an example of a city which had reinvented itself by making the most of its tourism assets. Speaking exclusively to the Daily Post, Mr Penrose said: “I want to see what works and what does not, and I am all ears. I am in the process of delivering a tourism strategy for the new Government and one of the things I vowed to do was look at places which got it right and sample one or two others which have not, so they can plagiarise from those which do. “There will be things we can use and copy as a template, but there will be things peculiar to Liverpool which will not work elsewhere. I thought we should still come and hear it from the horse’s mouth.” Responding to questions about whether the arts and tourism sector could suffer at the hands of Government cuts, Mr Penrose said: “People often forget tourism is the sixth biggest sector of the economy. For some parts of the country, it is really vital for regeneration and growth, and I think we can use culture and tourism here as a shining example.” On Monday, Prime Minister David Cameron was in Liverpool to launch his “Big Society” pledge, in which community groups, arts groups, museums and social enterprises will be given the chance to run projects without the interference of bureaucrats. Liverpool culture supremo Phil Redmond will lead one project, using volunteers to keep the city’s museums open later at night. Asked if the Big Society idea would overlap with the planned growth of the tourism sector, Mr Penrose said it was true organisations would have to “do more with less”. He added: “We have to do this in partnership with tourism employers rather than having someone travelling up from Whitehall.” Pam Wilshire, of The Mersey Partnership, welcomed Mr Penrose’s visit, and said she believed the tourism sector was in good health. She added: “I think there will inevitably be cutbacks and the private sector will be required to fund more of the activities than they have in the past.” Merseytravel chief executive Neil Scales added Merseyside’s tourism assets alone contributed £34m to the regional economy last year and secured 742 jobs. Cllr Wendy Simon, Liverpool Council’s cabinet member for culture, said: “It is all very well to be saying this on the one hand, and on the other making cuts to the funding of the organisations which support tourism here.” 
· UK - Head of Bradford Civic Society fears district is being swallowed up by the marketing of Leeds - Bradford Telegraph and Argus 
Bradford is in danger of being “swallowed up” by the encircling wings of Leeds, a civic guardian warned today.  Alan Hall, chairman of Bradford Civic Society, said it was about time Bradford started banging its own drum about assets such as the World Heritage Site of Saltaire and the city’s designation as the world’s first UNESCO City of Film.  But the 64-year-old said he was increasingly concerned about the Leeds brand popping up more in the Bradford district, notably when he attended the recent Bradford district regeneration conference at Leeds City College in Keighley. Mr Hall said: “There we were in Keighley, but in ‘Leeds City College.’ And although it was the Bradford district regeneration conference, a lot of the talk was about the ‘Leeds City Region.’ “Then someone reminded me that our World Heritage Site at Saltaire figures in some Leeds tourist sites as a ‘Leeds attraction.’ Mr Hall also added the destination boards at many airports just displayed the word Leeds, with no mention of Bradford. He said: “I am not saying we should declare war on Leeds or anything as silly as that, but it’s about time Bradford started making more of a point. At the moment, it seems that we are being swallowed up by Leeds. “I can understand the concept of the Leeds City Region and can accept the fact Leeds is an important regional centre, but Bradford should not be an afterthought. “There’s scope for the city as a whole to make more of a statement. For example, I don’t think we do enough about being the City of Film.” Councillor David Green said a lot of work was being done to promote Bradford, but accepted more could be done. 

DATA & STATISTICS
· ABU DHABI - Abu Dhabi International Airport sees 11.7% increase in passenger traffic in first half on 2010 - ADAC
Abu Dhabi Airports Company (ADAC) today released Abu Dhabi International Airport’s traffic figures for the first six months of 2010, which showed a strong increase of 11.7% in passenger traffic, when compared to the same period last year. The recent traffic report reflected a growth in cargo performance, with loads increasing by 20.3% and aircraft movements increasing by 11.9% for the first six months of 2010. The airport’s growth is attributed to the international passenger traffic rebound and is supported by Etihad Airways’ increased frequencies and new destinations, by the new airlines which launched flights to Abu Dhabi and the additional services by existing airlines.  The top routes from Abu Dhabi in the first half of this year were: London, Bangkok, Doha, Manila, and Bahrain, accounting for 20% of the total passenger traffic at the airport during this period.  On the same note, the traffic report for the first half of this year identified the top developing regions to and from Abu Dhabi, with North America demonstrating a 108% increase, the South West Pacific (Australia) with 22% increase and Europe with 19% increase. James E. Bennett, Chief Executive Officer of ADAC said: “The positive performance of Abu Dhabi International Airport for the first half of this year, the continuous growth of our airlines and the expansion of our network reflect the dynamism and potential of the Abu Dhabi market. Our airport is currently growing twice as fast as the average total world passenger traffic. As the capital is becoming increasingly attractive to business and leisure visitors, we continue to work closely with our airline-partners to identify opportunities that would generate more traffic for our airport.” 
· AUSTRIA - Hotel industry optimistic despite many Austrians travelling abroad - Austrian Times Online
The Austrian tourism industry has all chance of reaching a year on year increase in overnights in 2010, a business expert has claimed. Klaus Ennemoser, head of the Federal Economy Chamber’s (WKO) hotelier sector, said "A two per cent increase would be my ‘dream result’. The Austrian tourism branch has become crisis-resistant. I’m proud we’ve managed to get through this downturn." Ennemoser pointed out that the country’s 14,000 hotelier businesses achieved a one per cent year on year jump in overnights between January and May of this year compared to the same time span in 2009 – despite a rainy May. The WKO official added four and five star resorts saw overnights soar by 4.6 per cent, while one and two star pensions struggled in the first five months of 2010 which slapped them a 4.4 per cent slump. Ennemoser said the industry’s key ambition must be to win back Austrian holidaymakers as less than a third spend their vacations within the country. "Austrians spend more than 30 million overnights on holidays abroad every year," he revealed, adding that the number of overnights at Austrian hotels by foreigners and Austrians declined by 1.8 per cent to 124.3 millions. Linz-based pollsters IMAS found in May that a majority of 54 per cent of Austrians planned to cut back on their holiday budgets this year. A recent survey by the Austrian Hotel Industry Association (ÖHV) showed that 41 per cent of the country’s hotel bosses expected more overnights this summer compared to last year’s figures. Only 13 per cent expected a better year on year ahead of last year’s season. Some economic experts warned year on year turnover of Austrian hotels may slump this year compared to 2009 despite a possible rise in overnights since many have slashed their prices to attract as many guests as before the credit crunch. Meanwhile, Viennese tourism officials hope the current 18th International AIDS Conference will boost their overnights statistics. City tourism official Robert Nürnberger explained: "Congress travellers spend an average 420 Euros a day, while ‘regular’ tourists invest a daily 276 Euros." Around 25,000 people are in the capital to attend platform discussion and workshops dealing with the fight against AIDS and HIV. The five-day summit – which features Microsoft founder Bill Gates and former US President Bill Clinton as speakers – ends on Friday.

· BASQUE - SURVEY ON TOURIST ESTABLISHMENTS (EETR) JUNE 2010. Number of visitors to the Basque Country rose by 18% in June 2010 - EUSTAT
In June 2010, there were 204,796 visitors registered in the hotel establishments of the Basque Country 31,000 up on the same month of the previous year, in other words, a 18% increase, according to Eustat data. The number of visitors rose by 27% in Álava, 20% in Bizkaia and 12% in Gipuzkoa.  The number of visitors from within Spain was up by 14% and the number of overseas visitors rose by 27%. The number of visitors from within Spain increased in the three provinces: They were up by 21% in Álava, by 17% in Bizkaia and 6% in Gipuzkoa. Foreign visitors were also up in number in the three provinces, with increases of 48% in Álava, 27% in Bizkaia and 21% in Gipuzkoa. With regard to the visitors from within Spain, the greatest increase in the percentage of visitors was among those from Catalonia. Comunidad Valenciana, Asturias, Galicia, the Canary Islands and Cantabria, while there was a downturn in the number from Andalusia, Castilla y León and Navarra. In terms of foreign visitors, there was an increase, to a greater or lesser extent, in those from all countries except from Luxembourg. Special mention should be made of the percentage increases in those from Germany, Belgium, Portugal and the United Kingdom.  Registered overnight stays in June 2010 totalled 382,277, which was 18% up on the same month of the previous year, in other words, there were 59,300 more overnight stays. The year-on-year performance of overnight stays was positive in the three provinces: it rose by 28% in Álava, by 22% in Bizkaia and by 11% in Gipuzkoa.  The length of the average stay increased slightly compared to June 2009, rising from an average stay of 1.86 days in June 2009 to 1.87 days in June this year, for the Basque Country overall. By provinces, there was no change in Álava (1.79 days), it fell from 1.97 to 1.96 days in Gipuzkoa and rose from 1.79 to 1.82 days in Bizkaia.  The occupancy rate by beds was up to 11% to 47.89% in June 2010. It should be noted that this rise affected all three provinces. It rose by 11% in Álava and Gipuzkoa, in both cases, and by 13% in Bizkaia. The occupancy rate by beds in Álava rose from 37.49% in June 2009 to 41.51% in June 2010. It increase from 47.87% to 53.07% in Gipuzkoa and from 41.05% in Bizkaia in June 2009 to 46.32% in the same month of this year.  RURAL TOURISM  The number of visitors was up by 5% and of overnight stays increased by 6% in the Basque Country, compared to June 2009  The number of visitors in rural tourism establishments of the Basque Country totalled 10,232 in June, which was up by 5% with respect to the same month of the previous year, with positive results in Álava (17%) and Bizkaia (10%), while it fell by 3% in Gipuzkoa. The number of visitors from within Spain was up by 7% in the Basque Country: it was up by 18% in Álava, 7% in Bizkaia and 2% in Gipuzkoa. The number of overseas visitors decreased by 15% throughout the Basque Country, as there was a significant drop in the number in Gipuzkoa and to a lesser degree in Álava, while it rose significantly in Bizkaia in percentage terms.  There were 24,389 overnight stays in rural tourism establishments in the Basque Country in June, which was 6% up on the same month of the previous year, with year-on-year positive growth being recorded in the three provinces: The numbers increased by 17% in Álava, 6% in Bizkaia and 3% in Gipuzkoa.  The average stay per traveller increased slightly for the Basque Country overall compared to June 2009. It rose from 2.36 days a year ago to 2.38 in June of this year, with this positive trend being recorded in Gipuzkoa, up 6% as the average stay rose from 2.45 days in June 2009 to 2.59 days in June 2010, and in Álava where it was up from 2.09 days in June last year to 2.10 in June this year. On the other hand, the length of the average stage fell by 4% in Bizkaia, down from 2.37 days in June 2009 to 2.28 in June 2010. The degree of occupancy by beds rose by 2%, rising from 20.48% occupancy to 20.79%, as a result in the increase noted in the three provinces: Álava was up by 5%, while it was 1% in the case of both Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa. 
· BELGIUM - Happy birthday, Belgium! - Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European Union
180 candles light up the cake today: Belgium is celebrating its birthday. The Royal Family and its invitees will attend the national march-past that is to take place at 4 P.M. before the Royal Palace. Many representatives of European bodies will also be attending the festivities. But what exactly are the Belgians celebrating? That Belgium is celebrating its 180th birthday today is clear across the whole country. Bakeries, shops, banks and post offices are staying closed, and the whole country is looking forward to the annual processions at the Koningsplein. A number of senior European figures are also among the eminent attendees each year. Today, figures including Herman Van Rompuy, permanent President of the European Council, will be taking their place in the seats of honour. The whole country is aware of 21 July being the national Belgian public holiday. However, the fact that not many Belgians know exactly what is so special about this day may appear a little strange. Belgian independence was actually declared on 4 October 1830. So why exactly is 21 July the national public holiday? After the Belgian revolution in 1830 the then elite wrote a brand-new constitution for their young country. A parliament with elected members and senators was to govern the country. But the search for a head of state revealed itself to be no simple task. It took around six months before a suitable candidate offered himself for the position, Leopold of Saxony-Coburg-Gotha. On 21 July 1831 he took the oath as the first King of the Belgians. Since then Belgians have celebrated this day, with the taking of the oath as the symbol of independence. But 21 July is not the King's feast day. Together with the population the Royal Family celebrates King's Day on 15 November. That this complicates matters is probably a typical Belgian phenomenon. The Belgian political landscape, the federalised structure, the three different national languages and two different public holidays: 180 years of Belgium, but 179 years of monarchy. It seems just a little too complex. But there are characteristics that make Belgium what it is: an abundance of diversity within the borders of a tiny country. Plan for the festivities & The exclusive Defence website for the 21 July celebrations 
· EUROPE - Passenger air transport - 2009 Monthly data - Eurostat
Available monthly data for 2009 presented in pre-defined tables and graphs covering air transport at country and main airport level. 
· EUROPE - EU Appeals 'Airbus' Panel Report in Large Civil Aircraft Dispute - European Commission 
The EU has today lodged its appeal with the WTO Appellate Body on the panel report concerning Airbus support (DS316) issued on 30 June 2010. While the report sides with the EU in rejecting a significant number of US claims, there are other aspects of the report which need to be corrected or clarified. The EU appeal covers a number of findings by the panel including that:certain instances of repayable launch investment (RLI) for the A380 are export subsidies; a causal link between Airbus support and any adverse effects to Boeing has been established; certain infrastructure measures taken by EU Member States for which Airbus pays market-based rent constitute subsidies. EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht stated: "The WTO dispute settlement systems rightly allows for appeal to correct any legal errors of the panels. This dispute is too important to allow the legal misinterpretations of the panel to go unchallenged. What is more, not appealing would allow for an unhelpful precedent for the WTO membership as a whole". This dispute (together with that regarding subsidies to Boeing - DS353) is unprecedented in both its factual and legal complexity. It also covers a number of issues not yet settled in WTO case-law. A damaging precedent could arise if certain of the Panel's legal interpretations are allowed to stand, resulting not only in a disservice to the entire WTO membership but also putting an unwarranted burden on Airbus and the Member States concerned. Next steps - The US had requested a meeting of the WTO Dispute Settlement Body to take place on 21 July 2010 for purposes of the formal adoption of the panel report. The EU, by submitting its notice of appeal prior to the actual meeting, has indicated that it is appealing the Panel report, thereby preventing its formal adoption. While the timeline for the appeal process (through the WTO Appellate Body) is shorter than that of panels, i.e. normally 90 days, it is not unusual that proceedings for more complex disputes such as this one require more time. The WTO interim panel report in the EU challenge of support to Boeing is due by mid-September 2010.
· EUROPE - 54% of travellers take corporate data on holiday - Breaking Travel News
Holidaymakers have been warned to be more security-conscious after a survey found more than half were in danger of losing vital personal and work data on their travels.  The survey conducted by leading European hostel chain Generator Hostels among its 480,000 annual visitors found that the majority were exposed to the risk of having sensitive information stolen or hacked because they were accessing unsecured wireless internet connections to get online while travelling. Fifty four per cent of travellers said they stored work documents on their laptops, while half carry personal data, because they were worried about leaving their computers at home. However, they were still at risk of having this sensitive information stolen because they were accessing unsecured wireless internet connections to get online while away.  One third of travellers now regard a laptop as their top travel essential as it is a cheap way to stay in touch with friends and family at home. Yet surprisingly, in spite of storing everything from electronic credit card statements to bank passwords on their computers, 65 per cent of travellers would be more upset if they lost their passport during a trip.  Eric Van Dijk, managing director at Generator Hostels, said; “The survey has presented some worrying statistics. Travellers need to be more aware of the potential data security breaches they risk by logging onto unsecure networks while travelling. We suggest travellers think twice and only use secure networks based in their accommodation or at recommended local Internet cafes.” “While we don’t suggest you should let work spoil your holiday, we wouldn’t want any of our guests getting into hot water with their boss by having to tell them they’ve lost corporate data at the end of a trip.” 
· FACEBOOK - Facebook to welcome its 500 millionth user today - The Independent
Facebook, the social networking phenomenon started in a Harvard dorm six years ago, could have 500 million members as early as today.  Mark Zuckerberg, the group's 26-year-old chief executive, is expected to announce the news in an interview with Diane Sawyer on ABC World News in the US this evening. Insiders said the site was likely to hit its latest milestone, which takes its reach to about 8 per cent of the world's population, just five months after it said it had 400 million members. In January last year, Facebook had 150 million users. However, a source close to the company cautioned that while it expected to hit the target this week, it "cannot confirm exactly when this will happen".The announcement has been widely anticipated, especially with the online release of trailers for the forthcoming movie The Social Network, which chronicles the birth of Facebook and has the tagline: "You don't get to 500 million friends without making a few enemies". Last month, Mr Zuckerberg told the Cannes Lions International Advertising Festival that there was a "good chance" of bringing Facebook to one billion people within the next three to five years. The network is heavily targeting international expansion and has moved to tailor the website to different countries. There are only four markets in which Facebook is not the dominant player: Japan, South Korea, China and Russia. The chief executive is expected to face intense questioning from Sawyer about a series of issues, including his company's attitude to privacy. Earlier this year, Facebook was criticised for controversial changes to its privacy policy and was forced to respond. Last month, Mr Zuckerberg met David Cameron at Downing Street to offer the Prime Minister advice about communicating in the era of social networking. Facebook has an estimated 26 million members in the UK.
· HOLLAND - Two beers, two wines, two cokes cost most in Amsterdam - DutchNews.nl
The cost of a round of drinks on an Amsterdam cafe terrace is the most expensive in the country for the seventh year in a row, according to the annual Van Spronsen & Partners survey. Two small beers, two glasses of rosé and two soft drinks costs an average €21.15 in the capital. A year ago, the same drinks cost €20.55. The Hague has the second most expensive cafes, followed by Rotterdam.  Utrecht is the only city where prices have fallen - 7 cents to €18.53 - moving the city down from fifth to 11th place in the rankings. The sharpest rise - 7.2% - was recorded in Arnhem, which rose from 18th to 6th place. Cheapest of the 21 cities under investigation was Nijmegen, where the round of drinks cost an average €17.48. 
· IRELAND - Hotel room rates 'at 1999 levels' - The Irish Times 
Average room rates at Irish hotels are now at 1999 levels, according to a survey of businesses in the hard-hit hospitality industry. The study, conducted by accountancy firm Horwath Bastow Charleton (HBC), found profit levels had plummeted up to 50 per cent since 2007. Hotels have been severely impacted by the fall off in corporate business, a reduction in the average size of a functions and the competitive rates being offered by properties in the race to secure a booking, the report said. The average room rate has fallen from €97.69 in 2007 to €77.81 in 2009, which had had a “dramatic impact” on profit levels, according to data drawn from the financial year ending 2009. The study said the average rate has fallen by a further 10 per cent in the first six months of this year. It said the hotel sector was in a “very unstable position”, with profit margins at many hotels insufficient to meet their loan commitments. While hotels throughout the country continue to struggle, there was a “marked difference” in the Dublin market compared with the regional hotel market. The report noted room rates were on average €16 higher in the capital, and there was a 10 per cent higher room occupancy levels in Dublin. The report said recent investment in infrastructure in Dublin including the Grand Canal Theatre, The Aviva Stadium and The Convention Centre Dublin (CCD) would help the Dublin market rebound quicker than elsewhere. The study cited Central Bank figures which estimated total loans outstanding for hotels in the Republic stood at €6.4 billion at the end of 2009. Since more than 40 per cent of room stock or 25,000 rooms were developed over the last 10 years, this meant an average debt per room of these hotels to be in the region of €135,000 per room, or €3.375 billion of total loans outstanding. The report said one third of Irish hotels were experiencing difficultly in paying the interest on these loans and were experiencing severe cash flow problems. The worst-hit sector of the industry was the newly developed four and five star resort market has been hit hardest. It said profit per room at luxury hotels had fallen dramatically from a high of €13,954 in 2007 to just €3,092 per room in 2009. The costs of developing these resorts, particularly if they included golf and spa elements, were extremely high, it said. Much of the development cost was borrowed leading to substantial interest payments. The report also noted a “worrying acceleration” in the number of hotels going into receivership and liquidation. It is currently estimated that there are over 30 hotels in the hands of administrators, the study said. Horwath Bastow Charleton said it anticipated this number would increase in the coming months, and that some form of restructuring will be required to reposition at least 300 of our 900 hotels where solvency issues exist. “Hoteliers are now trying to maintain these payments against a backdrop of declining sales and profit as a result of the economic downturn and oversupply issues,” it said, Aiden Murphy of Horwath Bastow Charleton said: “We are entering a period where profit levels in the hotel sector have reached an all time low.” The downturn has led to an increasing dependence on the price sensitive domestic market which has forced hotels to target “alternative market segments” and eat into the market share of lower classification properties, he said. "While our economy was growing we had a need for more hotels to meet growing demand but the exuberance of the Irish property development sector provided 16,000 extra rooms between 2005 and 2008, when 6,000 rooms would have been sufficient. The market now finds itself in the position of having 10,000 excess hotel rooms to fill.The impact of this over capacity also means that occupancy levels have fallen from 63.5 per cent in 2008 to 59.4 per cent in 2009,” he said.
· ITALY - Good performance for Rome in summer: +6 percent at hotels - Travel Trade Italia
The summer has been positive for Rome. Despite the high temperatures, tourists continue to flock to hotels in the Capital. Summer is, undoubtedly, not the high season for European capitals: tourists usually prefer beaches or the mountains for a few days of relaxation. However, in the past few years the number of people braving the high summer temperatures to come to Rome is increasingly greater. This fact was confirmed by Giuseppe Roscioli, the President of Federalberghi Rome. "We have registered 6% growth in overnights at hotels with regard to the summer quarter of 2009. This is a positive fact just as the return of American tourists.
· LEBANON - Tourist expenditure grow - Ansamed
VAT refund purchases have increased by 28% in Lebanon during the period from January to June 2010, compared to the same period in 2009. The figure comes from the data provided by Global Refund, the company responsible for the VAT refund to the tourists who visit Lebanon and who are mentioned by the Italian Institute for Foreign Trade in Beirut. Tourists who spend the most are Saudi Arabians (23% of the total) followed by Emiratis (11%) and Kuwaitis (10%). The value of the purchases made by Syrian citizens (9% of the total during the first six months of 2010) has increased by 62% on an annual basis. Clothes and accessories represented 67% of the expenses, followed by watches and jewellery (11%), perfumes and make-up (4%) and finally by home and garden accessories.
· SCOTLAND - Flights are cheap but you need to save up to park! - Evening Times
Glasgow MP has claimed airport parking charges at Scottish airports are as expensive as flights. John Robertson, the MP for Glasgow North West wants airport operator BAA to reduce charges and is demanding to know when the firm will lose its stranglehold north of the Border. He tabled a question in the Commons criticising the charges he says can cost more than airfares thanks to £1 flights. Mr Robertson said: “This is a blatant example of airport operators ripping-off the travelling public and should not be allowed to continue. “Instead of having to save to buy airplane tickets to go on holiday your going to have to save up to buy parking tickets.” BAA has recently spent £2million on a drop-off zone to the west of International Arrivals at Glasgow Airport which is free. But the MP said those picking-up friends and family at the Abbotsinch hub still incur expensive parking fees. Costs at Edinburgh Airport are higher, and Edinburgh West LibDem MP Mike Crockart wants BAA to reconsider a £1 charge due to start there in October. He said: “The airport should wait and see the effect full transport links will have on the number of customers dropped off by car.” The new charges at Glasgow are £1 for the first 20 minutes use of the short-stay car park. In Car Park 1, the figure rises to £3.50 for one hour and up to £6.70 for up to three hours. The multi-storey charges begin at £1.50 for the first 20 minutes, £4 for an hour and £7.20 for up to three hours. Mr Robertson blames the charges on a lack of competition between airport operators. Last month he asked the Minister of State for Transport (Rail and Aviation) to clarify the situation regarding the order by the Competition Commission for BAA to reduce the number of airports it owns. A spokesman for BAA Glasgow said: “There is simply not the capacity on our road network to allow vehicles picking up to wait, particularly for long periods, and that is why we are asking motorists picking someone up to wait in a car park. “We are investing £12million in facilities this year and £200m over the next 10 years. We can only make this investment by charging for the facilities we provide, like any private business.” TIMES FILE - At Prestwick, which is not owned by BAA, the first five minutes are free in the short stay car park. To park for between five and 15 minutes costs £1, from 15 minutes to 30 minutes the charge goes up to £2.50, and for 30 minutes to an hour the cost is £3.50. To park for between one and two hours, the fee is £5, and 2-4 hours is £6. At BAA-owned Edinburgh Airport customers are asked to pay £2 for the first 15 minutes, £3.20 for a half hour and £4.10 for an hour. Up to three hours will cost £7.20.
· SPAIN - Spain tourism revenues to fall for 3rd yr running - XE.com
Spain's tourism revenues will fall in 2010 for the third consecutive year, according to Spanish tourism association Exceltur, with beach destinations suffering from tough Mediterranean competition.  Revenues from tourism are seen at 37.2 billion euros in 2010, down 2.4 percent from 2009, when revenues fell by 10.6 percent. They were down 1 percent in 2008.  'We see a pick-up in numbers but profitability isn't taking off,' the deputy chairman of Exceltur, Jose Luis Zoreda, told reporters on Tuesday.  Zoreda said city tourism had improved, thanks to increased travel by Britains and Germans, but coastal tourism continued to suffer as travellers chose cheaper Mediterranean destinations in Turkey and Egypt.  Tourism is one of the main drivers of Spain's economy, employing 12 percent of the working population and contributing 12 percent of gross domestic product

· TURKEY - Turkey shines in plastic surgery tourism - Hurriyet Daily News and Economic Review
Thanks to policies implemented over the last 10 years, Turkey’s reputation in plastic surgery standards is increasingly improving as the country looks to become the shining star within the sector, according to plastic surgeons. Turkey is now vying to become one of the top five countries in plastic surgery tourism, according to Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon Orhan Murat Özdemir, who said nearly 350,000 people visit Turkey annually to receive treatment. “Nose remodeling surgery in Europe totals 15,000 euros, while the price drops to 2,500 or 3,000 euros in Turkey,” he said. “The United States has the largest share, taking $5.5 billion from health tourism from all over the world. It is followed by Europe which takes 3.5 billion euros,” he added. “The volume of the health sector, which has recently begun to develop in Turkey, totals $20 million. However, Turkey only ranks fourth in Europe in terms of the number of facilities and the standards of quality.”  Some mistakes, such as all-inclusive holidays at low costs that have been made in the holiday tourism sector, are not found in the health tourism sector, according to Özdemir, who said that “health tourism shows an increasing trend toward high-quality accommodation and staff standards, globally recognized Food and Drug Association-certified devices and Turkish doctors’ successes.” “Turkey has become the shining star in health tourism after the United States and Brazil, with its successes becoming more apparent within the last 10 years,” Özdemir said, adding that “foreign patients and Turkish people living in foreign countries mostly prefer Turkey, especially for plastic surgery, eye and weight-loss procedures.” “Foreign patients come from many countries, such as the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Kuwait, Libya, Egypt, Syria and Turkmenistan, undergo their procedures and recuperations in Turkey, and then return to their home countries.” The quality of treatment and surgery costs, especially in the specialist areas such as eye, dental and plastic surgery that are not covered by insurance companies, give Turkey a calculable advantage in the sector over other European countries, Özdemir said, adding that dental aesthetics in particular bring an advantage in excess of 50 percent compared to Europe and the United States. Longer accommodation Foreign patients mainly undergo procedures such as nose remodeling and breast augmentation, Özdemir said, adding that some patient groups visit Turkey for plastic surgery and then stay for eight to 10 days for their holidays. The plastic surgery tourism sector thus injects both foreign currency and prestige into the country, as there is an increasing interest in the sector in Turkey, he said. Nonetheless, fluctuations in Turkish foreign policy has affected Turkey’s tourism sector in general, and plastic surgery tourism is no different, Özdemir said, adding that following the diplomatic tension between Israel and Turkey, patients coming from Israel to receive plastic surgery have declined. However, the removal of visa requirements between Syria and Turkey has led to increased demand in the region, Özdemir said, adding that Turkey will host a larger share of health tourists coming from the Middle East in the next few years as patients from the region are likely to shift their present preference for Europe to Turkey.

· UK - Double dip fears as bank loans dry up - The Guardian
George Osborne and Vince Cable will spell out next week the dangers of a double-dip recession caused by a drying up of bank lending to Britain's hard-pressed small and medium-sized businesses.  A green paper, to be rushed out by the chancellor and business secretary before next week's parliamentary recess, will acknowledge the scale of the lending rationing crisis, which could "abort" the fragile recovery. As the Bank of England (BoE) published data showing yet another month when more loans had been repaid than had been granted, Cable admitted the level of anxiety in the government about the flow of funds to smaller companies. He said: "The green paper will acknowledge the scale of the problem and how the recovery could be aborted if we don't get on top of this. "There is a fundamental policy conflict between efforts to make the banks safer and our wish to get them lending more freely to promote growth," Cable said. He has been presented with research from the banks – which have given the work by PricewaterhouseCoopers the name "Project Oak" – showing that tougher capital rules and the end of emergency liquidity injections from the BoE could drain the banking system by £1 trillion in the coming years. Cable believes there is a "very frustrating standoff" between the banks and small businesses: banks argue there is no demand, while businesses say they are not applying for loans because they expect to be rejected or the cost is too high. "We have to acknowledge there is an issue," said Cable. Even so, he does not appear to be ready to alter the current lending targets for Royal Bank of Scotland and Lloyds Banking Group, which run until next March. Since the 2008 banking crisis, lending figures from the banks compiled by the BoE have been positive in only three months. The Liberal Democrats calculated that £46bn of loans had been withdrawn in the past year alone. Howard Archer, economist at IHS Global Insight, agreed with Cable that the BoE data showed "several worrying traits". Archer said: "The survey very much maintains concern that tight credit conditions could hold back the recovery. This is even allowing for the fact that ongoing muted bank lending to companies is being influenced significantly by low demand for credit in addition to restricted supply. "Lack of access to credit for smaller businesses is still a serious problem despite some reports that it has risen slightly in recent months," said Archer. The low level of activity in the mortgage market – where June's 48,000 approvals were the lowest since May 2009 – also prompted Archer to forecast that house prices would fall by 3% to 5% over the second half of the year. Banks are determined to press their case that the problem is a lack of demand of credit. Stephen Hester, chief executive of RBS, has argued that 74p of every £1 lent to businesses before the banking crisis was to the property sector as a way to try to explain the downturn in lending. The British Bankers' Association also argues that the behaviour of customers, whether businesses or households, is entirely logical. A BBA spokesman said: "The Bank of England's figures concur with our own: they show that bank customers are responding to the downturn by using their deposits to pay off loans. This is exactly the pattern we would expect to see in downturns. In the meantime, bank lending to individuals and small businesses is governed principally by demand, which reduced during the recession but which now shows signs of stabilising." Lord Oakeshott, Liberal Democrat Treasury spokesman, stressed the coalition's commitment to tackling the problem. "The banks inflicted a savage £46bn squeeze on British business in Labour's last year in office … getting them lending again to boost growth and jobs is a top priority for the coalition," he said. Even as the issue of getting credit flowing around the system was being discussed by the government, anxiety over the outcome of Europe-wide stress tests on 91 crucial banks and financial firms was driving the rate at which banks lend to each higher to their highest levels in more than year. The rate to borrow in euros measured by the London Interbank Offered Rate hit levels last seen in August of 0.81125. The results of the stress tests are to be published after the markets close on Friday, giving any banks that need to raise extra capital the weekend to do so. The four banks tested by the Financial Services Authority – Barclays, RBS, Lloyds and HSBC – are not thought to need more cash to withstand any deterioration in the European economy or the onset of a sovereign debt crisis.
· UK - Leisure sector up as UK economy stabilises - E-TID
The latest Insolvency Index from information services firm Experian shows that 1,771 UK businesses failed during June 2010, 13.4% fewer than in June 2009. The transport and leisure and hotels sectors recorded upswings as part of the overall stabilisation in the economy. Leisure and hotels saw 132 insolvencies in June 2010, down from 147 a year ago. This meant that the sector’s insolvency rate improved to 0.16% from 0.18%, while its financial strength score rose to 78.97 from 77.95. The financial strength score predicts the likelihood of a business failing in the next 12 months, with 100 being the least likely to default and one the most likely. The financial strength of businesses in the transport industry increased to 78.20 from 75.98 in June 2009 – the biggest improvement across all sectors. Transport also saw its insolvency rate drop, to 0.07% from 0.12% over the year. The overall financial strength score of all UK businesses improved, to 80.66 from 80.83 in June 2009. Rolf Hickman, managing director of pH Group, an Experian company, said: ‘June’s data indicates that the UK’s business community as a whole is stabilising. ‘However it also points to the existence of a north versus south divide. Businesses in the north of England seem to be faring slightly worse than their southern counterparts across all industry sectors.’
· UK - They may be the scourge of motorists all over the Westcountry, but caravanners offer a lucrative return for every meandering mile - This is Cornwall
They may be the scourge of motorists all over the Westcountry, but caravanners offer a lucrative return for every meandering mile. Devon and Cornwall in particular are sitting pretty, with the caravaning kind spending £10 million annually. The monetary message and more is revealed today as the Caravan Club points to the £400 million that caravan owners contribute to the nation's economy each year. In the Westcountry, three areas have found favour with caravanners and earned their place on to the Caravan Club's top ten getaway destinations – ranked in order of spend. In at number three is Truro and Falmouth, which benefits from £3,915,000 each year, through four club sites and 23 certified locations. Immediately behind is Totnes, bringing in £3,665,600 from four club sites and 22 other caravan parks. At number six is North Devon, earning £2,650,600 over three club-owned parks and 23 other sites. The top spot went to Norfolk, which drew in £4.5 million each year. The Caravan Club said the spend went directly into the local economy, through shops, attractions and restaurants. Malcolm Bell, head of tourism with Visit Cornwall, said there was a "misconception" that caravan breaks are for people who cannot afford "real holidays". He said caravans sold for £15,000 to £20,000, with a larger car needed to pull them. "That's around £35,000 worth of investment. These aren't people who can't afford a proper holiday." He said an increasing number now kept their caravan on one site, and used it as their "home in the region". Mr Bell said holiday parks and the camping sector provided the volume that helps support businesses such as the Eden Project near St Austell, The Big Sheep near Bideford and Woodlands theme park near Dartmouth. "We wouldn't have the infrastructure of attractions we have now if it weren't for them. They are the bedrock – albeit bedrock on wheels." Totnes MP Dr Sarah Wollaston said she was not surprised to see her constituency in the top ten.

· UK - British seas: More fish, cleaner and greater biodiversity, says Defra - The Guardian
Thousands of holidaymakers heading to British beaches this summer will be cheered by a major government report into the state of the UK's seas. Coastal waters are getting cleaner, fish stocks are improving and species diversity in estuaries is increasing, according to the most authoritative examination ever carried out of UK seas. But while the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs study boasts of "significant improvements" since the last such report in 2005, it also paints a picture of an environment being rapidly affected by a warming world. Seas around the British Isles are higher, warmer and more acid, it says, and coastal litter levels are at a record high. The sea surface temperature of UK waters has risen on average by between 0.5 and 1C since the 1870s, which could affect the fish that appear on our plates in future. Of the 330 species found around the UK, cold-water species such as cod are in retreat, while warm-water fish including red-mullet, seabass and John Dory are spreading rapidly. Fish stocks are improving overall, partly due to fishing reductions brought about by European Union quotas, despite criticism from marine conservation groups that the quotas are set too high to maintain fish stocks. The proportion of fin-fish stocks in UK waters being harvested sustainably has risen from 10% in the early 1990s to 25% in 2007. However, the report notes that a large majority of stocks are still being fished at unsustainable levels. Fish are simultaneously being hit by warming waters, which are causing the cold and warm water zooplankton that fish feed on to move north. The warm water zooplankton tend to be smaller and less nutritious, affecting fish larvae and stocks. Climate change is also causing sea levels to rise, with the mean sea level rising by 1.4mm per year in the 20th century. While slower than global growth of 1.7mm per year in the same period, the rise has not always been steady - in the 1990s, it was going up by 3-4mm each year. More coastal erosion and more flooding are likely to occur as a result, says the report, with the Humber estuary and Norfolk coast particularly at risk. UK waters are also not exempt from the global trend of ocean acidifiation due to higher levels of dissolved CO2. This leads to harmful effects for marine life that rely on calcification, such as crustacea and molluscs. But the authors of the report admit the lack of a baseline for pH levels makes it hard to measure the rate of our acidifying seas. Levels of pollution continue to drop since Defra's research in 2005, including heavy metals such as lead and mercury. However, there are still some localised problems such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) which, while stabilising nationally, are still found in places at levels that affect wildlife, including harbour porpoises. Litter levels doubled, though, between 1994 and 2007, with 2,000 items per kilometre of coastline. Litter was even found at a depth of 1,000 metres. The picture for waterbirds and seabirds is mixed. Waterbird numbers are largely healthy, with the 2006/2007 population numbers 85% above levels in the 1970s. But seabirds have seen a 9% decrease in numbers since 2005, with herring gull numbers down over 50% since 1969. Seabirds are suffering particularly badly in north and north-west Scotland, due to the arrival of invasive species such as rat and mink, which affect nesting sites. The evidence in the report was gathered from peer-reviewed science provided by universities, government agencies, NGOs and industry. Marine environment minister Richard Benyon said: "The report's findings show that we are moving in the right direction, but there is more work that needs to be done, especially to protect the UK's seabirds. I am committed to improving our marine environment by delivering the conservation measures in the Marine and Coastal Access Act and hope to see further improvements in the next report as we gain the benefits from Marine Conservation Zones." In January, Lundy Island off the north Devon coast became England's first Marine Conservation Zone.

